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ASioy!  Don't  tie 
Oyster- starved  — 

Here's  a  iresh- 
shncked  qt.  of  iced 
Chesapeake  Bay 

OYSTERS 
$Oso 


ce,  shipped  in  sealed,  air-tight 
iners;  harvested,  shucked  and 
day  we  get  your  order.  45  to 
salty,  mouth-watering  Chesa- 
oysters — a  full  quart  (or  $3.50; 
£6.00 — shipped  in  their  own 
[press  collect.  Guaranteed  fresh 
These  are  not  "standards,"  but 
Bay  "selects."  Send  check  or 
r  to 

/  m  the  Chesapeake 

)ept.  C,  Box  164 

anapolis,  Maryland 


THE  UNDENTED  DOWNTURN 

Featuring  a  choice  of  brim  widths 
to  properly  complement  the  ap- 
pearance of  each  individual  wear- 
er. Regular,  long  and  extra-fong. 
Oval  sizes. 

$15,  $20  and  $30 

638  S.  Fourth  St. 
QUALITY  APPAREL  FOR  MEN 
Open  Monday  Night  'til  9 


Complement  your  personality 
with  glasses  designed 
especially  for  YOU 


NO  MONEY  DOWN 
SOc  A  WEEK 


Every  color  and  style 
fto  choose  from. 

Accurate  prescription  filling. 

Glasses  from  $^95 


ROTHS 


306  S.  FOURTH 

Between  Jefferson  and  liberty 


Try  this 
great  discovery 
£  at  our  expense! 


Mothers! 

SPECIAL  OFFER 


k  20*  regular  size  a 
1^49*  regular  size  ^~ 


BOTH  ftr  only  49* 

U  TAX  FREE 


MEN MEN 

baby  QiJ 

with  Lanolil 


save  20< 

value  tor  Sfrty*' 


Mennen  Baby  Oil 

with  wonderful  "softening  action" 

Because  we're  so  sure  you  will  find 
Mennen  Baby  Oil  superior  to  any 
you  have  ever  used,  we  make  this 
special  offer: 


.^1120*  BOTTLE  FIRST] 


Then  if  it  isn't  everything  you  want 
in  a  Baby  Oil,  return  the  unopened 
49tl  bottle  to  The  Mennen  Co., 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  and  get  your 
money  back.  The  small  bottle  will 
have  cost  you  nothing! 

Mennen  Baby  Oil,  with  wonder- 
ful "softening  action,"  is  the  quick, 
easy  way  to  cleanse  baby's  diaper 
area.  And  it  helps  prevent  and  dis- 
solve cradle  cap,  too!  Contains  Lan- 
olin ...  is  never  sticky . .  -  can't  stain . 

MENNEN 

Baby  Specialist  since  1 880 


The  Helm  Place  on  Bowman  Mill  Road  near  Lexington  is  one  of  the  classic  exam- 
ples of  Georgian  architecture  that  ornament  Kentucky's  rolling  Bluegrass  area. 

Haunted  by  History 

Even  its  two  ghosts,  both  of  whom  spook  French,  tie  in 
with  the  intriguing  past  of  this  beautiful  old  mansion 

By  sue  McClelland  thierman 


HELM  Place,  six  miles  out  of  Lexington 
on  the  old  Bowman  Mill  Road,  has 
beauty  enough,  inside  and  out,  to 
account  for  its  fame  as  a  showplace  of  the 
Bluegrass. 

But  that  isn't  all— not  half  of  it! 
Helm  Place  has  an  intriguing  past,  a  rosy 
future,  and,  to  make  its  story  even  more 
fascinating,  it  has  a  couple  of  ghosts.  One,  a 
French-speaking  ghost,  no  less. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  or  at  least  his  in-laws, 
figures  twice  in  the  pillared  old  mansion's 
past.  Lafayette,  too— he  was  indirectly  respon- 
sible for  the  ghosts. 

And  Lincoln,  or  his  memory,  will  play  a 
leading  role  in  the  future  of  Helm  Place,  since 
its  present  owner  is  one  of  the  nation's  most 
distinguished  Lincoln  authorities,  Lexington 
lawyer  William  H.  Townsend. 

Back  around  1775,  a  certain  gentleman  from 
Virginia  named  Levi  Todd  came  to  Kentucky. 
About  1779  he  erected  a  fort  on  what  was 
then  the  pioneer  road  from  Lexington  to 
Harrodsburg.  Todd,  one  of  early  Lexington's 
first  citizens,  had  a  son  named  Robert.  In  his 


turn,  Robert  Todd  later  had  a  daughter  named 
Mary,  who  today  is  somewhat  better  known  to 
the  world  than  either  her  father  or  her  grand- 
father. She  married  the  man  named  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

After  Levi  Todd  abandoned  his  fort  for  a 
new  home  on  the  other  side  of  Lexington,  the 
land  passed  as  a  military  grant,  into  the  hands 
of  another  Virginia  gentleman,  Col.  Abraham 
Bowman. 

Bowman  was  a  renowned  Revolutionary 
hero,  having  commanded  the  Eighth  Virginia 
Infantry.  His  superior  officer  was  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette  himself.  Bowman  and  Lafayette 
had  become  intimate  friends,  their  mutual 
affection  probably  dating  from  the  time  in 
1777  when  they  were  both  wounded  in  the 
Battle  of  Brandywine  Creek. 

(We'll  come  to  the  ghosts  in  a  minute!) 

On  his  new  land,  Bowman  first  erected 
a  small  four-room  brick  house,  in  which  he 
resided  until  his  fine  new  mansion  was  ready 
for  occupancy.  This  charming  little  garden 
house  is  still  in  use  today.  Completely  re- 
stored, it  now  serves  as  a  week-end  cottage 
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Mrs.  Mary  Genevieve  Edwards,  daughter  of  the  house's  owner,  William  Townsend, 
is  standing  near  a  portrait  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  painted  by  Katherine  Helm. 


[or  the  Townsends  and  their  friends.  This 
small  building  was  converted  by  Bowman  into 
slave  quarters,  the  first  of  a  double  row  of 
24  slave  cabins,  it  is  recalled. 

Colonel  Bowman  must  iave  maintained  a 
considerable  establishment.  He  had  four  sons, 
three  daughters,  and  a  stepson.  He  built  and 
operated  a  prosperous  mill  on  South  Elkhorn 
Creek,  which  flows  in  front  of  the  home.  This 
mill,  which  gave  the  road  its  name,  was  a 
grist  and  saw  mill.  No  longer  in  existence,  it 
was  in  operation  until  the  early  1900's. 

Bowman  owned  at  least  150  slaves.  An 
unusually  high  percentage  of  these  were  men 
of  uncommon  abilities,  meticulously  trained 
craftsmen  and  artisians:  wheelwrights,  carpen- 
ters, woodcarvers,  masons. 

As  a  result  Colonel  Bowman's  house  was 
no  common  house.  It  is  one  of  the  classic 
examples  of  Georgian  architecture  which 
ornament  this  region.  Its  massive  columns,  its 
handsomely  detailed  portico,  its  graciously 
framed  doorway,  all  are  typical  of  these  ele- 
gant homes. 

The  ruddy  old  bricks — "burned  on  the 
place" — are  laid  in  Flemish  bond,  and  the  clay 
pit,  from  whence  they  came,  today  provides 
the  quiet  pond  just  within  the  entrance  of 
the  grounds.  The  larger  pond  behind  the  barn 
is  where  the  stone  came  for  the  foundation. 

No  one  has  been  able  to  establish  the 
exact  date  for  the  construction  of  Bowman's 
old  place.  Townsend,  its  present  owner,  dis- 
counts the  date  most  often  suggested,  1791. 
Too  early,  he  says.  Kentucky  homes  built  at 
this  early  period  are  almost  invariably  of 
Federal  design.  The  Georgian  portico  more 
probably  suggests  that  Bowman  built  his  home 
somewhere  between  1810-1830. 


Townsend  tells  about  the  ghosts  of  Helm 
Place  this  way:  In  the  spring  of  1825,  La- 
fayette's return  visit  to  this  grateful  nation 
was  the  signal  for  a  delirium  of  festivities  all 
up  and  down  the  country.  Colonel  Bowman 
made  plans  to  receive  his  old  friend  and  com- 
rade-in-arms on  a  certain  day  in  May. 

But  Kentucky's  treacherous  spring  weather 
spoiled  Bowman's  plans.  It  rained  and  rained 
and  rained  that  week.  Little  South  Elkhorn 
was  flooded  and  Bowman's  Mill  Road  was  a 
lane  of  mud. 

Bowman  had  to  meet  Lafayette  at  the  home 
of  a  daughter,  Polly.  Polly  Bowman  had  mar- 
ried a  young  man  named  Keen,  and  her  home 
was  quite  the  equal  of  Bowman's  in  every 
respect. 

Bowman  and  his  family  and  a  number  of 
slaves  made  it  to  the  Keen  Place.  The  two 
old  gentlemen,  Bowman  and  Lafayette,  along 
with  all  the  other  Revolutionary  heroes  they 
could  muster  up,  had  a  splendid  time. 

As  events  later  developed,  the  old  soldiers 
weren't  the  only  ones  who  had  a  splendid 
time.  When  Lafayette  gathered  his  entourage 
to  depart,  his  valet,  a  young  Moroccan  lad, 
begged  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  Kentucky. 
He  had,  he  confessed,  fallen  violently  in  love 
with  a  pretty  octoroon  who  belonged  to  Bow- 
man. 

Bowman  and  Lafayette  conferred.  At  length 
the  two  masters  reached  this  decision:  La- 
fayette agreed  to  part  with  the  boy,  and 
Bowman  gave  the  girl  her  freedom  as  a  wed- 
ding present. 

So  the  two  were  married,  and,  as  in  the 
fairy  tales,  lived  happily  ever  afterward  in 
Bowman's  brick  cottage. 

Continued  on  following  pages 


Styled  for  your  working  pleasure  .  .  . 
with  flared  skirt  and  gathered  back  yoke 


Sanforized  White  Poplin 
Jr.  Sizes  7  to  15 
Misses'  Sizes  10  to  16 


$^98 


Action-cut  styling  is  the 
keynote  of  this  washable 
white  uniform,   its  *b  raglan 
sleeves  feature  underarm 
gussets  for  ease-in-motion. 
Has  4  set-in  pockets— 2 
in  yoke  front,  2  in  skirt— 1  inch 
set-in  waistband  and 
removable  pearl  buttons. 
Also  available  with 
short  sleeves. 

Store  Hours 
Monday  thru  Saturday 
9:30  to  5:30 


Please  send  me  the  following  white  I 
poplin   uniform:  ''■ 

No.    |    Sleeve  Length    |    Size    I  Price' 

~         I  I  I 


□  Cash       □  Check  or  M.  O. 
Add  30c  Postage 


KENTUCKY  CARDINAL 


Name     

Address   

City    Zone   State. 


518  S.  Fifth  St. 


you  get 


VALUE 

plus 

ECONOMY 


when  you  build  with 


SMM  Owicrefe  Block 

R-M  Concrete  Blocks  look  different  from  ordinary 
concrete  blocks,  and  they  are!  Their  fine  smooth  texture 
shows  they  are  steam-cured — precision-shaped  .  .  . 
and  made  from  pure  limestone.  When  you  build, 
insist  on  R-M  Concrete  Blocks  for  beauty, 
permanence,  fire-safety.  They  cost  no  more! 


The  above  home  on  Biltmore 
Drive,  Beech  wood  Subdivision, 
No.  2,  has  a  porch  foundation 
of  R-M  Concrete  Blocks  and 
house  foundation  of  R-M  Con- 
crete. R-M  Concrete  Brick  were 
used  as  back-up  in  chimney. 


READY-MIX  CONCRETE  CO. 

Poplar  Level  Road  at  Selinda  Ave;       MA  5600    •    MA  8603 


SUNDAY,    OCTOBER    25,    1>53  27 


ENGLISH  BONE 


Cups  and  Saucers 
in  12  lovely  floral  patterns 

Only  $1.79  for  both 


POLISHED 'BRASS 


for  picture  window 

or  TV  set 
18"  long,  $8.29 

Mail  orders  add  35c,  please 


■  The  Store  ol  a  Million  Gift 
604  S.  FOURTH 


Are  you  positive 
you're  as  modern 
as  your  friends? 

For  example:  you  might  be  the 
only  one  in  your  set  not  using 
Tampax  on  "those  days" 


Women  adopt  a 
"live  and  let 
live"  policy 
about  matters 
as  delicate  as 
monthly  sani- 
tary protection. 
But  there  might 
be  a  shade  of 
puzzlement  in 
your  friends' 
minds  as  to  why 
on  earth  you  risk  telltale  bulges  and 
ridges,  why  you  risk  embarrassing 
odor,  when  Tampax  is  available.  For 
Tampax  is  the  truly  modern  way  of 
making  "those  days"  easier  for  wo- 
men. Because  it's  worn  internally, 
it's  completely  invisible.  Because  it's 
so  tiny,  there's  no  disposal  problem. 
No  "carrying  problem"  either;  a 
whole  month's  supply  can  be  put  in 
the  purse!  Invented  by  a  doctor  and 
used  by  millions  of  women,  Tampax 
is  as  close  as  your  favorite  drug  or 
notion  counter.  Available  in  3  ab- 
sorbencies:  Regular,  Super,  Junior. 
Tampax  Incorporated.Palmer.Mass. 


The  Helm  family's  tenure  lasted  from  1912  until  1946 


HOUSE   OF   HISTORY  Continued 

The  spirits  of  the  young  Moroccan  boy 
and  his  pretty  octoroon  bride  are  still  there 
in  the  little  house,  smiled  Townsend.  Their 
voices  have  been  heard  many  times  by  the 
local  colored  population.  Happy  voices, 
speaking  "some  foreign  language,"  pre- 
sumably French. 

Reluctantly,  Townsend  admits  that  he 
has  never  heard  them,  but  he  enjoys  telling 
the  story  after  dark  to  visitors  spending 
the  night  in  the  little  house. 

One  visiting  "city  girl"  was  noticeably 
disturbed  upon  hearing  the  story.  About 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  she  heard  "all 
sorts  of  commotion"  around  the  house. 
Everyone  thought  sure  they'd  finally  heard 
the  ghosts,  and  were  awfully  disappointed 
when  it  later  developed  that  all  the  com- 
motion was  "just  the  pigs  got  out!" 

After  Bowman  died,  his  heirs  divided 
the  estate  and  slaves.  The  old  place  gradu- 
ally deteriorated,  and  toward  the  beginning 
of  the  new  century,  was  in  a  sad  condition. 

In  1912  the  Helms  bought  the  old  Bow- 
man Place,  moved  from  Louisville  to  begin 
its  renovation,  and  gave  it  the  name  which 
it  bears  today. 

The  Helms  must  have  been  foolhardy 
folk  to  undertake  the  restoration  of  the 
abandoned  old  home — their  first  act  was  to 
chop  down  the  young  tree  which  was  grow- 
ing out  of  the  fireplace  in  the  front  parlor! 

A  dining  room  was  added  in  the  back, 
and  a  sun  porch  was  formed  by  enclosing 
the  original  back  porch.  The  house  was 
furnished  with  the  Helms'  Early  American 
and  ornate  Victorian  pieces  they  had 
brought  with  them  from  their  former  homes 
in  Elizabethtown  and  Louisville. 

The  handsome  bronze  knocker  was 
affixed  to  the  heavy  front  door.  The  un- 
believably elaborate  crystal  chandeliers 
were  hung  in  the  front  hall  and  the  dining 
room.  Quaint  old  shutters,  from  their 
Louisville  home,  formed  the  dado  in  the 
new  dining  room. 

Aside  from  all  this,  the  Helms  added 
considerably  to  the  historical  luster  of  their 
new  home.  The  matriarch  of  the  family 
was  the  widowed  Emilie  Todd  Helm,  whose 
husband  was  the  distinguished  Confederate 
general,  Ben  Hardin  Helm.  He  had  com- 
manded the  First  Kentucky  Brigade  of  In- 
fantry, Breckinridge's  Division.  His  com- 
mand had  been  christened  the  "Orphan 
Brigade"  because  so  many  of  its  officers 
were  killed  in  action. 

For  years  now  a  branch  from  the  tree 
under  which  General  Helm  died  has  been 
mounted  in  the  great  entrance  hall  of  Helm 
Place,  and  the  gallant  officer's  pistols, 
swords,  rifles,  and  spurs  are  hanging 
from  it. 

Even  more  distinguished  than  her  hus- 
band was  Emilie  Todd's  sister.  This  was 
the  same  Mary  Todd  who  had  married 
Abraham  Lincoln.  (Mrs.  Helm  had  lived 
on  the  place  for  some  time  before  she  dis- 
covered that  her  own  grandfather,  Levi 
Todd,  had  been  the  first  settler  there.) 

Some  of  the  furniture  at  Helm  Place 
today  is  from  the  old  Todd  home  on  Lex- 
ington's Main  Street,  including  the  two 
parlor  chandeliers. 

In  1863,  Emilie  Todd  Helm  had  been 
left  a  widow  at  26,  with  three  tiny  children. 
Abraham  Lincoln  invited  this  young  sister- 
in-law  to  Washington,  to  make  her  home 
there  with  him  and  his  wife,  Mary.  But 


Elodie  Edwards,  2,  grand-daughter  of  Townsend,  sits  in  front  of  the  kitchen 
fireplace  at  the  historic  Helm  Place.  The  fireplace  was  restored  by  Townsend. 


he  was  forced  to  issue  a  special  pass  for 
her  safe  conduct  through  the  lines.  Emilie 
had  staunchly  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Union  even  to  gain  sanctu- 
ary at  the  White  House. 

In  1912,  when  the  Helms  moved  into  the 
old  Bowman  mansion,  Emilie  Helm  was  an 
old  woman,  and  the  three  tiny  children 
were  well  into  middle  age.  Ben  Hardin,  Jr., 
and  Katherine,  the  youngest  and  oldest, 
respectively,  had  never  married. 

"Miss  Katherine"  made  quite  a  name  for 
herself  as  both  painter  and  writer.  Her 
book  "The  True  Story  of  Mary,  Wife  of 
Lincoln,"  was  serialized  in  McCall's  in 
1928. 

Her  portraits  and  landscapes  literally 
cover  the  walls  of  Helm  Place.  A  life-size 
likeness  of  her  father,  the  general,  in  full 
Confederate  -  officer's  uniform,  hangs  in 
the  entrance  hall. 

A  three-quarter-length  portrait  of  Mary 
Lincoln,  painted  from  a  daguerreotype, 
hangs  beside  the  mantel  in  the  front  parlor. 
Two  similar  portraits  of  Mary  Lincoln  were 
given  by  Miss  Katherine  to  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  who  in  turn  presented  one  to  the 
White  House,  where  it  now  hangs. 

The  younger  Helm  girl,  Elodie,  had  mar- 
ried Waller  Lewis,  but  he  died  four  years 
before  she  moved  with  the  Helm  family  to 
Helm  Place.  Now  the  family  was  reunited 
once  more. 


AUTHOR,  AUTHOR ! 

She's  back  again — Sue  McClelland 
Thierman  of  Lexington  with  another 
story  for  Magazine  readers.  And  this, 
like  her  others,  is  illustrated  by  her 
husband,  John  Thierman,  an  excellent 
photographer. 


One  by  one  the  Helms  died,  each  living 
to  a  considerable  old  age.  Finally  only 
Elodie — Mrs.  Lewis — was  left.  She  lived 
on  in  the  old  house  until  last  summer, 
when  she  died,  at  the  age  of  95. 

Which  brings  the  story  down  to  the 
present  owners  of  Helm  Place  and  its  rosy 
future.  Lexington's  William  H.  Townsend 
purchased  the  old  place  in  1946  from  Mrs. 
Lewis,  with  the  understanding  that  two 
downstairs  rooms  be  reserved  for  her  use 
as  long  as  she  might  live.  Townsend  also 
promised  "Miss  Dee"  that  he  would  retain 
the  name  Helm  Place. 

Her  garden,  which  she  and  Miss  Kath- 
erine designed  and  planted,  has  been  chris- 
tened "Elodie  Garden,"  and  a  bronze 
plaque  has  been  placed  there  in  her  mem- 
ory. 


H, 


LELM  Place  is  occupied  by  Townsend's 
daughter,  Mary  Genevieve,  and  her  hus- 
band, Thomas  Edwards.  Providentially,  for 
the  future  welfare  of  the  old  house,  Ed- 
wards is  by  profession  an  architect.  Under 
his  and  Townsend's  direction,  the  old  house 
is  once  more  undergoing  a  thorough  reno- 
vation. The  whole  place  was  wired  for 
electricity  and  made  generally  more  liv- 
able soon  after  it  was  purchased  from  the 
Helms. 

The  original  kitchen  behind  the  house 
has  been  restored.  Now,  the  entrance  hall, 
the  upstairs  hall,  the  two  parlors,  and  the 
dining  room  are  being  completely  "done 
over,"  for  the  first  time  in  40  years. 

The  inch-and-a-quarter-thick-ash  floor- 
ing has  been  sanded  down  to  a  rich  cream, 
then  shellacked  to  a  gleaming  gold.  The 
walls  and  the  ceilings  have  been  stripped 
down  to  the  still-sound  plaster.  To  every- 
one's astonishment,  after  two  layers  of 
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wallpaper  had  been  steamed  off,  the  final 
and  original  layer  in  bofh  parlors  proved  to 
be  an  incredible  screaming  crimson,  pat- 
terned with  a  garish  floral  design! 

Most  amused  was  Mary  Genevieve— she  had 
already  reluctantly  abandoned  her  first  selec- 
tion of  a  wallpaper  design  of  timid  stripes, 
fearing  it  might  be  too  "loud"  for  the  tre- 
mendous reaches  of  wall  space  it  must  cover! 

Most  exciting  are  Townsend's  plans  for  the 
two  rooms  now  left  vacant  since  Mrs.  Lewis' 
death.  These  rooms  Townsend  hopes  even- 
tually to  make  into  a  repository  for  his  nation- 
ally known  collection  of  Lincolniana  —  his 
priceless  Lincoln  letters,  documents,  and  pic- 
tures, the  fascinating  personal  articles  which 
belonged  to  Lincoln  and  members  of  his 
family. 

The  front  room  will  form  his  Lincoln 
Library,  while  the  back  room  will  be  made 
into  a  Lincoln  Museum. 

"It  will  be  the  first  time  I've  ever  had 
my  collection  all  together  in  one  place," 
Townsend  says  wistfully.  "Right  now  it's  scat 
tered  all  over. 


"Th 


LHERE  are,  you  know,  three  states  inti- 
mately associated  with  Abraham  Lincoln — 
Kentucky,  the  state  pf  his  birth  and  child- 
hood; Indiana,  the  state  of  his  boyhood,  and 
Illinois,  the  state  of  his  maturity. 

"Today,  the  school  children  and  historical 
students  of  Illinois  have  the  large  Lincoln  and 
Civil  War  collection  of  Judge  Henry  Horner, 
now  in  the  Illinois  Historical  Society. 

"The  school  children  and  history  students 
of  Indiana  have  Benjamin  Oakleaf's  collec- 
tion, now  at  Indiana  University. 

"Kentucky,  through  the  years,  has  had  no 
such  collection."  This  is  the  situation.  Town- 
send  indicates,  which  he  has  been  working 
half  a  lifetime  to  remedy.  He  says: 

"It  has  been  my  earnest  desire,  since  I 
began  collecting  this  material  more  than  30 
years  ago,  that  some  day  my  collection  would 
be  large  enough  that  school  children  and  his- 


Sonic  of  the  Civil  War  <;car  of  General  Ben 
Hardin  Helm  hanjss  in  the  house  from  a 
limb  of  the  tree  under  which   he  died. 


torical  students  of  Kentucky — and  especially 
those  of  Lexington  and  Fayette  County — 
should  not  have  to  go  to  these  distant  places 
in  order  to  study  Lincoln  and  the  period 
of  history  in  which  he  lived." 

Both  rooms  will  be  paneled  in  cherry,  adds 
Townsend.  The  trees  for  this  were,  in  the  best 
tradition,  "cut  on  the  place"  two  years  ago, 
and  the  lumber  is  seasoning  right  now  in  the 
barn  behind  the  house.  When  it  is  properly 
seasoned,  Townsend's  long-cherished  dream 
will  begin  to  take  form. 

When  his  plans  are  finally  completed,  and 
his  Lincoln  collection  is  housed  here,  Helm 
Place  will  rank  among  the  finest  Lincoln 
museums  in  the  world — and  what  could  be 
more  appropriate  than  that! 


This  is  the  hrick  cottage,  formerly  quarters  for  slaves,  behind  the 
of  Lafavette  and  his  bride  lived  there  once,  and  still  dwell  there 


big  house. 
,  it's  said, 
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Visitors  to  the  Blue  Grass  call  it  a  contradictory  country.  wS3 
They  point  out,  for  example,  that  the  name  of  Lincoln 
is  revered  here  even  by  many  who  'consider  themselves 
by  tradition  and  sympathy,  rebels  still. 

Nowhere  are  the  contradictions — and  the  reverence — more  evident 
Mian  at  Helm  Place,  white-columned  brick  mansion  five  miles  from 
Lexington  on  Bowman  Mill  Road  Just  o£(  Harrodsburg  Road. 

Here,  In  a  house  long  home  to  the  widow  of  a  Confederate  bri- 
gadier general,  are  the  "books  Mr.  Lincoln  loved."  along  with  a 
Sleepy  Hollow  rocker  in  which  he  sat  lo  read  them. 

The  contradictions  are  understood   by  visitor' 
the  general's  widow.  Emtlie  Todd  Helm,  was  thi 
Todd  Lincoln.  Kentucky-born  wife  of  Kentucky' 

of    house     books  and   

Willi™  H.  TownMnd:  ™>«'±'*°™-™''? 


who  know  tha 
half-sister  of  Man 
greatest  son. 


rocker 

local    attorney  who 
America's  foremost  authorities  on 
Lincoln. 

Certainly  not  least  even  in 
Townsend's  collection  of.  Lin- 
colniana  is  Helm  Place,  the  house 
in  which  Lincoln's  sister-in-law 
lived  her  last  18  years. 

A  week-long  visit  by  Mrs.  Helm 
to  the  White  House  after  the  death 
of  her  husband.  Gen.  Ben  Hardin 
Helm,  at  Chickamauga  caused  bit- 

ter  criticism  o£  the  president  and   ^(ory  dweUmgi  now  used 
his  wife.  .     arjt  house,  is  believed  to  be  an 

The  general's  widow,  still  in  earIier  nom2  0f  the  Bowman 
her  20s.   was   not   ft   the  White  family). 

House  of  her  own  volition.  Lincoln  The  Dig  house  has  walls  laid  in 
informed  one  caller.  a  pattern  called  Flemish  bond.  A 

The  visitor  had  told  the  presi-  portico  supported  by  tonic  column" 
dent.  "You  should  not  have  that  dominates    the  front. 


fallen  into  disuse  after  the  estab- 
lishment ot  Lexington, 

The  big  brick  house  had  been 
built  probably  in  the  1830s  or  1840s, 
Townsend  says,  on  part  of  8.000 
acres  acquired  by  Col.  Abraham 
Bowman,  Revolutionary  soldier 
who  served  under  Lafayette.  The 
colonel  came  to  Fayette  County 
in  1781. 

Bowman,  who  died  in  1837,  be- 
queathed  to    his    wife    his  line 
house."  (A  smaller, 


.ebel  in  your  house." 

"My  wife  and  1  are  in  the  habit 
of  choosing  our  own  euests.  We 
do  not  need  from  our  friends  either 
advice  or  assistance  in  the  mat- 
ter." Lincoln  reolicd. 

He  added.  "The  little  'rebel 
came  .  because 

Mrs.  Helm  had  indeed  been 
ordered  to  Washington.  Lincoln. 
™hn   had   secured    the  pass  that 


Smaller 

columns  support  the  cornice  over 
Greek-inspired  door. 
Inside,  a  large  hall  divides  the 


the  ) 


To  ' 


ight  are  large  double  parlor 
ided  by  sliding  doors  framed  by 
cased  opening  flanked  by  Ionic 
ordered"  her   to  columns. 

oraerea  ncr  u»  Hanging  In  the  house  are  four 
family  portraits  by  Kentucky 
artist  Matthew  Jouett  and  a  num- 
ber by  Mrs.  Helm's  daughter, 
[Catherine. 


?llowed  his  newly  widowed  sister-      Arnong  the  latter  is  one  of  tw_ 

in-law  to  leave  the  Soulh,_  wired  s;mjiar    portraits    of    Mary  Todd 

soldiers.  "Send  her  to  me."  when  uncoin.    The  other  hangs  in  the 

she  was  detained  because  she  re-  While  House. 

fused    to    take    the   oath    of    al-      Katherine   Helm   also   wrote  a 

leeiance.  biography  of  her  famous  aunt  that 

Mrs    Helm's  diary  records  that  Townsend  describes 

in  the  White  House.  "This  fright-  book  written,  of  cou 

ful  war  comes  between  us  like  a  family  viewpoint." 
barrier  of  granite  closing  our  lips      The  attorney's  interest  in 

hut   not   our  hearts,   for   though  coin  caused  his  first 

our   tongues   are   tied,   we   weep  Helm  and  the  house 

««»r  nur  Head  together  (the  Lin-  two  families— at  that  tim 

over  °"r  .defnd.t0f^,rersmall    50ri  of  Mrs-  Helm's  children  were  i.v 

coins   had   lost   their  _  smau^son  in(,_became  lrieQds  and,  ln  i946 

bought    Ibe    prope:  " 


from  the 


to  Mrs. 
1920.  The 
all  three 


former  %JttS*tttt^JoZ*tt  G„.  Bij H.1- 
mander    of    Kentucky's   famed     Orphan  Brigade. 


Willie  Mrs  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Helm  '"6; 
had  lost  in  the  war  three  brothers,  ' 
in  addition  to  Mrs.  Helm's  hus- 
band),  and  express  through  out 
clasped   hands  the   sympathy  ~" 
feel  for  each  other  in  


"She  (Mary)  and  Brother  Lin- 
coln pet  me  as  if  I  were  a  child, 
and  without  words  try  to  com- 
fort 


from    the   surviving    child.  Mrs. 
Elodie  Helm  Lewis.    Mrs.  Lewis 
made  her  home  in  the  house  until 
x  death  In  1953. 

Helm  Place  now  is  the  home  ot 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend's  daugh- 
ter. Mrs.  Mary  G.  Edwards,  and 
her  daughter,  Elodie  Elizabeth. 

Elodie.  who  is  five,  was  named 
for  Mrs.  Lewis  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Mrs  Helm  wrote  that  her  pres-  Brown,  a  friend  from  childhood 
ence  in  the  White  House  embar-  0f  the  Helms. 

rassed  "all  of  us"  and  soon  left  Miss  Brown,  who  Is  called  "Aunt 
for  Kentucky.  Bess"   by  the  Townsends,   is  92. 

She  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Lin-  Born  in  September.  1864.  (Lincoln 
coin's  stepmother,  made  their  was  killed  the  following  spring), 
home  in  Lexington  until.  Mrs.  she  recall  that  when  she  first  vis- 
HeTm  told  Townsend  before  her  Ited  the  Helm  family  at  ^  - 
death  in  1930.  the  strain  of  not  foie 
knowing  who  in  Ihe  postwar  years  gjd 

was  friend  or  memy  made the  ^  remembers  that  the  S|eepy 
two  move  lo  Madison.  Ind  where  Ho)low  rod[er  was  called  .>Mfi 
one  could  assume  an  were  Lincoln-s  roci£er"  by  the  Helms 
enemies."  ,  Lincoln  sat  in  it  to  read  books  from 

After  her  mothers  death.  Mis.  Robert   s    Todd-s   library,  today 
Helm    and    her    three    children  a]so  at  He]m  piace_ 
moved    to   her   husband  s    home-      Lincoln  used   both  rocker  and 
town,    Ellzabethtown,    and    later  books  iri  the  Todd  home,  which 
from  there  to  Louisville  still  stands  on  West  Main  Street 

The  family  bought  Helm  Place  Townsend  notes  that,  ironically, 
in  1912.  To  Mrs.  Helm,  it  meant  t[ie  roCker  is  almost  exactly  like 
coming  home  to  more  than  just  the  one  in  which  the  president  sat 
the  Blue  Grass  since  her  grand-  hi  the  box  at  Ford's  Theater  the 
father  Gen  Levi  Todd,  had  built  night  he  was  assassinated, 
(he  pioneer  fort,  Todd's  Station.  That  was.  of  course.  April  It. 
which  stood  in  ruins  on  the  hill  1865.  just  92  years  ago  tonight. 


Cedar  Hall. 


time, 


„,..,.     „,„  „...  minted  bv  her  nleet.  Katherine  Helm.. 
FAMILY  PORTRAIT — Portrait  ot  Mary  Todd  Lmcoln  »  ^7"lhVlMl»  family.  1.1th  the  Towns- 


■ned  by  Lexington  attorney  William  B. 
Mrs.  Helm  was  Lincoln's  sister-in-law. 


KITCHEN   FIHCPLACE — Elodie,  who   is   five,  stands   before  large 
old  kitchen  fireplace.  Giant  burr  oak  still  standing  al  ihe  entrance 
of  ihe  farm  was  an  early  milllia  muster  ground. 
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—  —  DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

This  great  Kentucky  Greek  Revival  house  is  situated  in  a  commanding 
position  on  an  eminence  above  Bowman's  Mill  Road,  Fayette  County.  As 
was  typical  of  the  Greek  style  in  Central  Kentucky,   a  broad  sweep 
of  cleared  ground  along  with  the  drive  directly  approached  the 
main  facade  of  the  house  in  the  most  imposing  manner.     A  screen  of 
trees  was  apparently  originally  thrown  about  the  sides  and  back  of 
the  residence;   all  contributing  to  the  impression  of  a  classical 
temple  on  a  knoll  projecting  from  a  grove. 

The  order  of  the  house  is  a  simplified  and  monumental  Ionic,  the 
four  columns  of  the  colossal  portico  being  brick  with  plaster 
(photo    1).  The  columns  are  intentionally  spaced  so  as  to       .  - 

leave  the  widest  span  in  the  center,   and  by  this  means,   to  stress 
both    the    central     axis     of     the     facade      and     to  throw 

notice  upon  the  elaborate  frontispiece  consisting  of  Tonic  pilasters, 
entablature,   side  lights  and  transom  (photo   2).  The  bases 

of  the  great  columns  are  somewhat  of  a  mystery,  having  no  attempt 
at  a  correct  moulding,  but  instead  having  a  base  of  flared  plaster 
or  compo-cement.     These  may  have  been  damaged  and  plastered  over  at 
some  time;   or  possibly  the  house  is  a  simplified  and  somewhat  archaic, 
early  version  of  Greek  Revival  residential  architecture  in  Central 
Kentucky.     This  explanation  seems  hardly  likely,   however,    as  the 
pairs  of  columns  dividing  the  double  parlours  of  the  interior  have 
quite  correct  Ionic  bases.     In  any  event,   the  interior  plaster  and 
millwork  is  quite  as  elaborate  as  the  exterior  ornamentation  is 
reduced  and  monumental. 

Certain  of  the  fine  interior  details  of  Helm  Place  may  be  compared  to 
another  early  Fayette  County  Greek  Revival  residence:.    Lemon  Hill 
on  the  Cleveland  Road,  built  sometime  shortly  after  1840  (Clay" 
Lancaster,  Ante  Bellum  Houses  of  the  Bluegrass,  pp.  104-1 05 
Like  features  between  the  two  houses  are  a  number  of  the  built-in 
cupboards,  which  with  their  great  cavetto  mouldings  have  a  distinctly 
Egyptian  Revival  flavor  not  common  to  Bluegrass  houses    (photo  5). 

The  plaster  centerpiece  of  the  main  hall  at  Helm  Place    (photo  3), 

also     corresponds     to     the     dining     room    medallion     of     Lemon  Hill, 
and  both  are  very  nearly  identical'  to  plate  21,  a" Centerpiece 
design  in  The  Beauties  of  Modern  Architecture  by  prominent 
New  York  Greek  Revivalist,  Minard  Lafever  (first  published,  New- 
York,  1835,  with  editions  in  1839,  1849,   and  1855).     Other  Lafever 
type  details  appear  in  Helm  Place,  the  screen  with  Ionic  columns'  '  ' 
and  sliding  doors  separating  the  double  drawing  rooms  of  the  house, 
possibly  being  adapted  from  Plate  25  of  The  Beauties  of  Modern 
Architecture.    (Clay  Lancaster,  Ante  Bellum  Houses  of  the  Bluegrass, 
p.   84)  . 
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format."     Instead  of  the  porti^u       rectanquiar  plan,  Helm  Place  s 
ending  of  the  short  dimension  of  a  ^ectang  v  ^  Qf  the 

tetraltyle  Ionic  portico  is  placed  upon  tne    ^  creates  a  very 
rectangle     (photos      8    and    9).  ,  dimension  of  the  plan 

Strong  cross  axis,   cutting  througn  w  which  a  square 

in  the  form  of  a  l^^ee  walls    Uto   4)!  ^  chambers: 

staircase  rises  around  three  walls  d  what  must  have  t 

double  parlours  on  one  side  and  ^  ^rary  disposed  symmetri- 

cally been  the  dining  room  on  the^th^,  along  with  a 

cally  on  either  side  of  *ali.       by  a  covered  breezeway,  must 

^  ^lllZAl  orfgrald"oorplanyof  the  residence  (photo  9>. 

,  .       nf  Helm  place  seems  to  be  an  adaptation, 
The  plan  and  front  elevation  of  Hel^P^  elevations  for  two 
or  interpretation,  of ^  pal  P  d  ^^^aforders^of 

;SiaerJsVGuide,  or  "a  Pr^ljreat^:^^ 

^S^^^^^^t^r 'editions  in  1836,  1846  and 

1847.     See  H.  R«  iilT-c-XiV-u  '  

™*<*  -ho  the  righthand  Villa,  but 

T„  „l,o  of  ■».!.»  I  °<  f  ^tS'^Sl  f ' 

S'ooin.a  «»        SLS,,  Su.  (no.  a„oii.h.a>,  noi.a  w 

r>ian  of  The  Elms,   a  GreeK  Kevx  Place  ( Ant^BeJ^J^Jioj;!^^ 

gfay  Lancaster  as  being  a-ate  to  Helm  ^stratloTT^^ 

^t^P  Biuegraaa  PP-  previous  to  1854  by  local  builder 

was  built  for  William  l^ea  y  *  fairly  reasonable  assumption, 

architect  John  McMurt ry.     It  ^  ^  SQ  closely 

then,   that  these  two  Fayette 
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possessed  the  Hills  source. 

4=  4*-=  Hosian  cues  from  the  Eastern 
Whereas  Helm  Place  takes  many  of  its  £e^g        Lafever  and  Hills 

Greek  Revival  style  Publ J<rat^"^' rnaracteristics  much  more  traditionally 
sources,   the  house  also  displays  character!  the  front 

associated  with  Bluegrass  ^c^ecture        brickwork,   and  in  the  more 
facade  and  side  walls  ar Flemish  bon  have  been 

conservative  fashion  of  Central  Kent      y^  ^         ticQj  but 

painted  white  or  monochrome  ^  correspo  .       brow„  hue.  This 

instead  have  retained  their  natural  .       created  by  the 

coloration  and  the  surface  textural  pa  eailier  Kentucky  Federal 

archlScfure  SfS V/Lstern  Seek  style. 
THE  DATING  OF  HELM  PLACE: 

The  fact  of  Helm  Place  sejaing  to  take  its  .^^f^iSon 
Hills  Guide  introduces  the  gt^ot  a  l836  Col?nei 

of  the-Builder's  Guide  was  publish ^       othelf  ltems, 

Abraham  Bowman  made  >  ™"     *£qe  H.  lowman.     It  is  tempting  to 
the  "mansion"  to  his  son,  George  a  was  ^  present 

conclude  that  the  "mansion -  ^  then,  constructed  between 

Greek  Revival  house  and  that  Helm  Plac        -,         ^  available  „ 
1834,  the  first  date  the  Hills  Gu|d|  w  ^  ^  ma  Thls> 

Central  Kentucky,   and  1836,  when  col  been  adapted 

however,   is  peculation,  for  the  house  and  ^  ,.  on 

from  the -Hills  pattern  at  a"^^e  to  a      have  been  an  earlier 

house"  referred  to  in  Col.  Bowman  s w  replaced  by  his 

residence  built  ^y  that  gentleman    wn  d  as  a  possibie  date 

son  George.     If  1834-1836  couia  k  p  early  example  of 

for  the  nouse,   it  would  make  Helm  Place  a  venr  ^  supposedly 

domestic  Greek  ^££^c^n  Civic  architecture  by  Gideon  Shryock 
having  been  first  introduce^  .         f  Morrison  Hall  on  the 

in  1830-33  by  his  design  and  building  of  norr  typical 
^^^^^S^S^^  the  1840's  and  1B50-S. 
In  1858 ,  George  H,B=  advertised  a^ouse^f f  -rodsburg^ad 
for  sale  as  being     rev-e"  j 
The  Kentucky  St^fce^man. ) 
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I--  this  advertisement  (December  21  and  24,  1858)  refers  to  Helm 
Place,   the  term  "recently  built"  becomes  significant.     In  1 aba 
what  would  "recently  built"  have  meant?     At  sometime  within  the  past 
two  to  five  years?     Or  could  the  term  have  applied  to  a  house  built 
-In  1834-36  in  an  architectural  style  which  was,   m  the  185U  s, 
still  a  highly  popular  mode  of  building?    Until  further  evidence 
arises,   the  question  of  the  exact  dating  of  Helm  Place  may  remain 
unanswered . 

From:     The  Kentucky  Statesman,  December  21,   24,  1858. 

"  FAYETTE  LAND  FOR  SALE  I 
On  Monday,  January  10th,  1859. 

County  Court  Day,   at  the  Court-House  door  in  Lexington, 
I  will,   as  trustee  of  GEO.  H.  BOWMAN,   sell  the  farm  on 
which  he  resides.     The  Farm  is  6  miles  from  Lexington,  near 
the  Higbee's  Mill,  on  the  Harrodsburg  Turnpike,  and  is  one  of 
ts  most  desirable  Farms  in  the  county.     There  are 

550  ACRES 

VThich  will  be  sold  together,  or  divided  into  three  tracts. 
The  First,   including  the  improvements,  contains  350  acres; 

On  this  tract  is  a 

LARGE     BRICK  RESIDENCE 
Recently  built  and  in  good  repair;   and  one  of  the  best  country 
residences  in  Fayette  County;  also 

BARN ,    STABLES,   NEGRO  HOUSES, 

and  other  improvements  usually  found  on  such  places. 

States  the  place  must  be  sold  -  "for  the  debts  must  be  paid". 

John  B.  Payne,  Jr.  *™'«mierh 
Trustee  of  Geo.  Bowman  (continued) 
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structural  changes  which  have  taken  place  were  done  in 
fti  ?  l  3l>  when  the  Helm  family  purchased  the  house  and  property . 
^^time     the  rear  gallery  was  completely  enclosed  to  create: 
f^Xed  sSn  po?ch?  a  dining  room,   a  pantry,   a  downstairs  bath, 
»nfl  «  ^all^ide  porch.     (See  present  plan  versus  restored  plan  - 
SfultSSiJ  7  and  8).     The  only  structural  deletion  which  appears 
to  have  beeS  effected  in  this  process  was  one  of  the  square  brick 
Sers  supporting  the  rear  gallery  roof,  which  was  removed  to 
accommodate  tn^dining  room  extension.     The  additions  were  done  m 
frame   (photo  7). 

UDstairs,   the  front  hall  was  partitioned  off  to  form  a  small  dressing 
room  or  morning  room,   and  the  entrance  and  direction  of  the  stairs 
leading  on  to  the  attic  was  reversed. 

Elaborate  crystal  chandeliers  were  added  to  the  front  hall  and  dining 
room     supposedly  from  the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  House  m  Lexington. 
Shutiers^rom  M*s.   Helm's  former  Louisville  home  formed  the  dado 
in  the  new  dining  room. 

The  additions  were  simple  and  sensitively  accomplished,  and  two  of 

number  of  years.  An  example  of  her  worl5e3t°^yr^|ftory  for  many 
Room  of  the  White  House  and  Helm  Place  is  the  repository  tor  y 
of  her  paintings,  both  portraiture  and  landscape. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 


Helm  Place  is  an  exceptionally  interesting  house  with  both  architectural* 
and  historic  significance.     It  is  a  particularly  important  example 
of  the  domestic  Greek  Revival  in  Central  Kentucky; -  at  . once  illustrating 
both  forms  and  techniques  indigenous  to  the  region  in  which  it  was 
built,   and  influences  from  outside  sources  acting  on  the  region,  as 
exemplified  by  the  Eastern  Architectural  Pattern-Books,  which  formed 
the  single  most  important  outside  influence  upon  the  Greek  Revival 
style  in  Central  Kentucky.     It  was  built  by  a  member  of  the  distinguished 
Bowman  family,   either  Col.  Abraham,  who  settled  in  Fayette  County  in 
1781,  or  his  son,   George  H. ,  who  inherited  the  estate  and  sold  it  in 
1872.     Later  the  family  of  Civil  War  General  Benjamin  Hardin  Helm, 
whose  widow  Emilie  was  a  half-sister  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,   owned  the 
house  from  1912-1946. 

In  1775  General  Levi  Todd  came  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia,   and  in  1779 
erected  a  fort  known  as  Todds  Station  on  a  road  between  Harrodsburg  and 
Lexington.     General  Todd,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent 
settlers. in  Kentucky,   and  one  of -  the  founders  of  Lexington,  became  the 
clerk  of  the  first'  court  held' in"  the  Western  County,   and  was  appointed 
the  first  Clerk  of  the  Fayette  County  Court,  which,  office  he  held  until 
his  death  in  1814-i  -   He  served  under  General  George  Rogers  Clark,  and 
succeeded  Daniel  Boone  as  commander  of  the  Kentucky  Militia. 

When  General  Todd  left  Todds  Station,   the  fort  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Colonel  Abraham  Bowman  by  a  military  grant.       Colonel  Bowman  also 
purchased  approximately  8,000  additional  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Station  about;  f  ive  miles ' Southwest-  of  Lexington  on  South 
Elkhorn  Creek.2     The  whole  farm  was  known  as  Cedar  Hall,   after  the 
Bowman  family  farm  in  Virginia.     This  name  remained  until  1912,  at 
which  time  it  was  renamed  Helm  Place  by  the  Helm  family  after  their 
ancestral  home  near  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  .~  •.  .  , 


1  Louisville  Courier  Journal,   25  October,  1953. 

2  Lexington  Herald-Leader,   14  April,  1957. 
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»  -t     m^nv  3rrnunts  aiven  of  Colonel  Bowman,   it  is  evident  that  he 
wasma  very  pLminen^  f iguSboth  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky      He  commanded 
•tf  REh  Virainia  Infantry  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  served 
directly  unde?  General  the  Marguis  de  Lafayette.     Both  Colonel  Bowman 
anrtne^arq^L  were  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Brandywme  Creek,   and  when 
Sf ayette  visited  Lexington,   the  two  men  rode  aloncr  together  ^  | 
carr-iaae  during  the  welcoming  ceremonies.     On  May  15th,   1825,  Lafayette 
was" entertained  by  Bowman  at  the  house  of  his  daughter,   Polly  Keene. 

f^fS  this  Gathering  that  Colonel  Bowman  made  a  speech  in  which 
he  noted  that  Kentucky's  Fayette  County  had  been  named  in  Lafayette's 
honor .  ^ 

Tn  17R0     Kentucky  County  was  divided  into  Jefferson,   Fayette  and  Lincoln 
Counties,   and  u^der  a  commission  by  Governor  Jeff erson     13  gentlemen 
Lountieb,   di  u  uii^  p~q  OVer  this  newly  divided  land. 

^hlsenale  from  Fayette  County  under  the  first  state  constrtutron. 

On  Colonel  Bowman's  land,  he  erected  a  small  four  room  cottage  in  which 
Te  ana  his  family  lived,  presumably  until  the  buxldr ng  of  the  later 
rpqidence     the  present  Greek  Revival  house.     Bowman  also  built  ana 
operated^  parous  grist  and  saw  mill  on  this  land  on  South  Elkhorn 
Creek,  which  gave  the  nearby  road  its  namg.     The  mill  is  said  to  nave 
been  in  operation  until  the  early  1900 's. 

Although  there  is  no  documentation  that  Colonel  Bowman  was  the  builder 
of  ?he  present  house,   Helm  Place,   there  are  some  accounts  which. 
°ndicatl  that  he  might  have  been.     Colonel  Bowman's  great-grandson, 
T.  Smith  Bowman?  Looted  to  have  said:     "I  have  ^XZ\liT 
built  by  a  Bowman  either  in  Virginia,  Kentucky  or  Louisiana  vhich 
was  not  of  the  highest  type  of  architectural  design."       The  Colonel 

3  John  W.  Wayland,   The  Bownans  (Staunton:     The  McClure  Company, 

Inc.,   1943),   p.  136. 

4  Ibid.,  pp.  105-107. 

5  Louisville  Courier  Journal,   25  October,  lybJ. 

6  Wayland,   The  Bowmans,   pp.  112-113. 
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owned  over  150  slaves,  of  which  a  large  percentage  were  supposedly 
carpenters,  woodcarvers,  masons  and  wheelwrights. '  This  presupposes 
that  he  had  at  his  disposal  the  manpower  and  skilled  laborers  to 
erect  a  residence  of  the  size  and  style  of  Helm  Place.     The  bricks 
from  the  mansion  were  said  to  have  come  from  a  clay  pit  which  today 
is  a  quiet  pond  down  the  drive  from  the  house,  and  a  larger  pond  behind 
the  barn  is  where  the  stone  for  the  foundation  of  the  house  was 
supposedly  quarried.8     It  appears  more  reasonable,  however,   that  Helm 
Place  was  built  by  George  H.  Bowman,  his  son,  who  along  with  his  mother, 
Sarah,   inherited  the  major  portion  of  Col.  Bowman's  estate  in  1837. 
(See  complete  discussion  of  its  date  in  Section  7,  Architectural 
Description.)     A  house  was  included  in  their  portion,   and  upon  Sarah; s 
death,  her  interest  went  to  George,  but  this  could  have  been  an  earlier 
residence.     In  1859,  George  sold  the  estate  to  A.  J.  Reed,  who  m 
1872  sold  it  to  Noah  H.  McClelland . 1U     McClelland  sold  the  estate  to 
Jeremiah  McMeekin  in  1873,  who  then, sold  it  to  H.  F.   Hillenmeyer  in 
1895  ^     3y  1905,   the  estate  had  reverted  back  to  the  McMeekin  family 
who  deeded  a  portion  of  it  to  Estill  McMeekin  in  1905.         Estl";  _ 
McMeekin  deeded  this  same  portion  to  G.M.D.  Minor  the  next  month  of 
1905?B     in  1909  a  Special  Commissioner,  J.  Corbin,   turned  the  estate 
over  to  John  McMeekin.14     In  1912,  Joh^  McMeekin  sold  the  estate  to 
Emilie,  Katherine  and  Ben  Hardin  Helm. 

Thp  Helm  famiiy  was  the  second  prominent  family  to  reside  at  Helm  Place. 
w£ile  Colo^l  Abraham  Bowman  actively  participated  in  the  Revolutionary 
Sr     General  Benjamin  Hardin  Helm  (whose  widow  and  children  were  the 
purchasers  of  Setuse)  fought  and  died  during  the  Civil  War  General 
Helm  was  born  in  1831  and  was  the  son  of  Kentucky  Governor  John  L. 
Helm    one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  Kentucky.     He  entered  the 
Kentucky  Military  Institute  at  an  early  age,  but  soon  1 eft  to  attend 
w^t-  Point  Military  Academy  from  which  he  graduated  m  1851.  After 
■     ne      halted  hL^ctive  duty  he  resigned  his  ^issxo^  a^  studied 
law  at  the  University  of  Louisville  and  at  Cambridge.     Over  the  next  few 

7  Louisville  Courier  Journal,   25  October,  1953. 

8  Ibid. 

9  Fayette  County  Will  Book  N-2  55. 

10  Favette  CounS^jjpgjii  35-43  and  50-506. 

1!  F~avette  CouEty^IId^ks  51"-568  and  42"598* 

12  Favette  County  Deed  Book  138-511. 

13  Fayette  County  Deed  Book  138-514. 

14  Favette  County  Deed  Book  156-352. 

15  Fayette  County  Deed  Book  168-299. 
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years,  Helm  served  as  a  State  Legislator,  Commonwealth's  Attorney,  and 

Cavairy!    iA  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  Brigadier-General  and  served 

,,^ot  ronpral  Breckinridge,  actively  engaging  in  various  campaigns. 

In  Se  lattle  of  CnicKamauga  Helm  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  September 

20.  1863?^eaving  behind  his  wife,  Emilie  Todd,   and  their  three  small 

children. 

Fmilie  Todd  Helm  was  the  grand -daughter  of  General  Levi  Todd,  who 
o^iainally  occupied  the  land  to  the  rear  of  that  on  which  Helm  Place 
was  built  by  the  Bowman  family.     Widowed  and  alone  with  three  babies  the 
oldest  only  four,  she  was  invited  to  the  White  House  to  live  with  her 
half-sister,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  and  her  husband,   President  Abraham 
Tincoln  Emilie  was  a  Confederate,   she  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 

aSeaiance  to  the  Union,   and  President  Lincoln  had^to  issue  a  special 
nasi  for  her  safe  conduct  across  the  Union  lines.1      When  criticized 
?or  housing  a  rebel,  Lincoln  said:     "My  wife  and  I  are  in  the  habit  of 
choosinq  our  own  guests.     We  do  not  need  from  our  friends  either  advice 
^assistance  in  the  matter.     The  little  'rebel*  came  because  I  ordered 
her  to      fe>  Emilie  Helm  wrote  that  her  presence  in  the  White  House 
embarrassed  "all  of  us,"  and,  therefore,   she  soon  returned  to  Kentucky 
and  lived  in  Lexington  for  a  time.     She  then  moved  to  Madison,  Indiana, 
thence  to  her  husband's  hometown  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,   thence  to 
Louisville,  and  finally  to  Lexington  and  Helm  Place  m  1912. 

Emilie  bought  the  Bowman  House  and  renamed  it  Helm  Place,  possibly 
intending  to  spend  her  last  years  there.     Two  of  her  three  children 
were  unmarried  and  lived  there  with  her.     Kathenne,  her  daughter, 
becamH  well-known  artist  and  writer.     Her  book,  THE  TRUE  STORY  OF  MARY, 
WIFE  OF  LINCOLN,  was  serialized  in  McCalls  in  1928.     Many  examples  of 
her  paintings  are  in  Helm  Place  today.     (See  Section  7,  Physical 
Appearance. ) 

16  J.  M.  Armstrong,  Biographical  Encyclopaedia  of  the  Dead  - 

and  Living  Men  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  (Cincinnati,  1878),  p.  4J« 

17  Louisville  Courier  Journal,   25  October,  1953. 

18  Lexington  Herald-Leader ,~4  April,  1957. 

19  Ibid. 
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In  1928,  Emilie  deeded  the  estate  to  her  son,  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  who 
passed  it  on  to  his  sister,  Elodie  Helm  Lewis.  u     In  1946,  Elodj,e  sold 
the  estate  to  William  H.  Townsend,  with  certain  understandings.  The 
first  was  that  Mr.  Townsend  would  reserve  two  downstairs  rooms  for  her 
use  as  long  as  she  might  live,   and  the  second  being  that  he  would  retain 
the  name  Helm  Place.     Everything  Mrs.  Lewis  had  in  the  house  was  sold 
to  Mr.   Townsend,   and  still  remains  in  the  house.     Mr.   Townsend,  a 
nationally  known  author,  Lincoln  authority  and  Lexington  attorney,  first 
visited  Helm  Place  and  Mrs.  Emilie  Helm  in  1920. 11    Mr.  Townsend, 
whose  picture  hangs  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  Alumni  House  in  the 
Gallery  of  Distinguished  Alumni,  was  presented  with  the  Most  Distinguished 
Attorney  Award,  by  the  Fayette  County  Bar  Association  in  1961.     It  was 
his  great  interest  in  Lincoln  which  spurred  his  visits  to  and  his  con- 
tinuing concern  for  Helm  Place..     He  never  actually  lived  there  but  had 
plans  for  its  renovation,   and  his  daughter,  Mary  Genevieve,  moved  in 
and  had  the  house  wired  for  electricity  and  generally  made  more  livable. 
The  original  kitchen  behind  the  house  was  restored,   and  the  entrance 
hall,  the  upstairs  hall,  the  two  parlors,   and  the  dining  room  were 
redecorated  for  the  first  time  in  40  years. 

After  Mrs.   Elodie  Helm  Lewis'  death  in  1953,  Mr.  Townsend  began  plans 
for  the  two  rooms  left  vacant.     He  had  great  hopes  to  eventually  make 
these  rooms  into  a  repository  for  his  nationally  known  collection  of 
Lincoln  memorabilia  -  priceless  letters,   documents,  pictures  and  fas- 
cinating personal  articles  which  belonged  to  Lincoln  and  his  family  -  the 
largest  private  collection  in  the  world.     The  front-  room  was  to  be  the 
Lincoln  Library,   and  the  back  room,  a  Lincoln  Museum.     Cherry  trees 
had  been  cut  on  the  farm  in  1951  and  were  seasoning  for  use  as  paneling 
in  the  two  rooms.     Mr.  Townsend 's  plans  were,  unfortunately,  never 
completed.     There  are,  however,  numerous  Lincoln  items  which  still 
remain  in  the  house. 

In  1973,  Mr.   Townsend 1 s? wife,   Genevieve,   deeded  the  house  to  her  daughter, 
Mary  Genevieve    Murphy.         Presently,  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Murphy  and  Mrs.  : 
Townsend  reside  there.     Mr.   and  Mrs.  Murphy  are  continually  working  on  the 
upkeep  of  this  historic  home  to  keep  it  in  its  magnificent  state  of 
beauty,  much  as  it  must  have  been  a  century-and-a-quarter  ago. 

20  Fayette  County  Deed  Book  251-107. 

21  Fayette  County  Deed  Book  408-49 

22  Lexington  Herald-Leader,   14  April,  1957. 
2  3  Fayette  County  Deed  Boo  1096-384. 
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The  Helm  Bouse  is  located  about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  center  of 
Elizabethtown  on   U.S.  31-W,  the  old  Louisville-Nashville  Pike  also  known  as  the 
Dixie  Highway,  in  Hardin  County. 

The  house,  constructed  originally  from  1832-1840,  still  stands  in  a  commanding  position 
on  a  hill  on  the  site  of  the  original  fort  and  homestead.    A  nearby  spring  runs  down 
to  Freeman   Creek,  which  runs  north- south  east  of  the  house  in  a  shallow  wooded 
depression.     (The  stream  is  dammed  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Helm  property  to 
form  a  manmade  lake  set  in  FreemanLake  Park.    On    a  promontory  overlooking  the 
lake  on  the  west  side  is   the  recently  restored  Hardin  Thomas  log  house,  also  known  as 
the  Lincoln  Heritage  House,  which  was  listed  on  the  National  Register,     March  26,  1973.  ' 

For  many  decades  the  house  was  only  a  distant  gleam  of  white  concealed  among  trees  on  the 
thickly  woooded  hill  but  today  it  is  easily  exposed  to  view.    The  house  itself,  however,  is 
still  surrounded  by  old  trees  and    remnant    of  former  landscaping    (see  15).  The 

land  sloping  away  to  the  east  toward  the  creek  and  beyond    has  not  yet  been  developed 
although  it  is  prime  real  estate  amid  rapidly  expanding  subdivisions.     The  land  between 
the  house  and  the  highway  to  the  west  has  been  levelled  and  become  part  of  the  "strip" 
with  highly,  incompatible  development. 

This  exploitation  of  the  land  has  also  affected  the  Helm  family  cemetery,  several  hundred 
yards  south  of  the  house,  now  left  high  and  dry  with  the  ground  cut  away  to  its  rough 
stone  boundaries  on  all  but  the  east  side,    which  is  still  contiguous  with  the  undeveloped 
property  (see  photo    18).     Local  attempts  to  protect  the  cemetery  and  provide  access  to 
it  have  so  far  proved  in  vain. 

The  wife  of  the  second  owner  of  Helm  House,  John  Larue  Helm,  Jr.  s  the  former  Lucy 
Amelia  Washington  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  was  responsible  for  having  an  ellipse  laid 
out  in  the  center  of  the  circualr  drive  which  was  in  front  of  the  mansion.     It  is  believed 
that  it  was  patterned  after  the  one  at  the  Hermitage,  the  home  of  President  Andrew 
Jackson,  located  east  of  Nashville.     Only  a  special  variety  of  sweet  peas  were  planted 
in  the  ellipse.    Little,  if  anything,  remains  of  this  interesting  feature,  however 
(compare  photos  2  and  3).    At  present  the  house  is  approached  by  a  truncated  curved 
drive  that  passes  between  modern  brick  gateposts  centered  in  front  of  the  house  (photos 
15-16). 

The  house  was  basically  an  almost  square  two-story  brick  block  with  central  halls 
flanked  by  two  rooms    on  both  sides  on  both  floors  and  a  transverse  attic  story  (photos 
1,  5-8).     There  must  always  have  been  an  ell,  but  that  seems  to  have  suffered  the  most 
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changes.     The    foundations  are  of  carefully  shaped  and  textured  stone.     The  front 
faces  almost  directly  south,  although  the    present  road  to  Louisville  has  a  more 
northwesterly  direction.     The  facade  has  five  rather  widely  spaced  bays,  the  center 
three  of  which  were  originally  hidden  by  the  entrance  feature  (photo  4-5).  The  sides 
of  the  house  are  also  very  wide,  with  two  large  flush  chimneys  flanked  by  windows  on 
both  sides     (several  perhaps  blind  with  false  shutters);  the  windows  appear  to  be  paired 
in  the  centers  of  the  sides  on  all  three  stories.     There  may  always  lave  been  galleries 
across  the  back  of  the  house.     One  original  or  early  room  just  north  of  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  main  block  is  separated  from  it  by  a  narrow  space  that  may  once  have 
been  an  open  corridor,  breezeway,  or  "dogtrot"  (as  similar  features  in  log  houses  are 
called). 

The  unique  feature  shown  in  the  old  photographs  was  the  two- story  entrance  (photos  4-5). 
The  scale  of  the  gable,  defined  by  the  full  but  still  somewhat  delicate  cornices  (that  also 
runs  up  the  side  gables  of  the  house,  returning  at  the  corners),  the  plain  if  attenuated 
Tuscan  columns— all  sncerest  the  incipient  Greek  Revival  sensibility.     Stone  steps  led 
up  to  the  recessed  vestibule    whose  opening  was  flanked  by  paired  columns  that  seemed 
to  support  a  well-modelled  if  narrow  entablature.     The  upper  porch  had  only  four  columns 
across  the  front:  single  column  centered  over     ^e  paiES  below  and  at  the  ends.  Another 
entablature  and  cornice  defined  the  base  of  the  classically  proportioned  gable/pediment. 
There  is  little  sense  here  of  classic  "correctness"  in  the  handling  of  the  orders,  but  an 
interesting  play  of  geometric  forms:    voids  and  solids  outlined  by  the  slender  columns. 

The  windows  are  all  large,  rather  long,  nine-over-six-pane  sash.     Shutters  appear  to 
have  been  original.     Interestingly,  there  are  dentils  under  the  cornice  of  the  gables  but 
not  along  the  front  or  on  the  porch. 

The  old  photographs  show  some  of  the  additions   that  had  been  made  prior  to  the  period 
of  neglect  in  the  early  20th  century.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Helm,  Jr.  ,  owned  and 
lived  in  the  house  during  the  years  1867-  1902,  although  after  1900  only  during  the 
summers.     Probably  shortly  after  the  Civil  War  they  installed  a  large  bay  window 
replacing  the  rear  window  in  the  dining  room  (northeast  corner;  photo  6).     In  order  to 
accommodate  their  children's  expanded  social  activities  they  later  added  a  large  two-story 
rear  addition  with  a  two-and-a-half-story  tower  on  the  east  side  between  the  diningroom 
and  the  new  rear  wing;  the  earlier  one-story  bay  window  abutted  the  tower  (photo  7).  The 
tower  had  a  number  of  windows  on  its  curved  faces  and  shorter  attic  windows  set  in 
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decorative  brickwork  under  the  semiconical  roof.  Sleeping  porches  were  also  added 
on  the  rear  of  the  main  block  and  west  side  of  the  ell,  with  a  diagonal  corner  and 
latticework  below  (photo  8).  The  old  views  also  show  smaller  one-story  porches  at 
the  rear  and  east  sides  of  the  ell,  that  may  or  may  not  have  been  added  at  this  point. 

The  Helms  are  also  said  to  have  had  a  large  dance  floor  constructed  in  sections  so 
that  'it  could  be  laid  when  needed  at  the  rear  of  the  house  but  folded  up  and  stored 
,vher  not  in  use.     In  1893  Emilie  Todd  Helm,  the  widow  of  General  Ben  Hardin  Helm, 
another  son  of  the  original  owner,  wrote  an  article  on  Helm  Place  for  the  m^s^d 
Kentuckian.     She  described  it  then  as  having  "16  rooms,  exclusive  of  halls,  butler  s 
pantry  and  dressing  rooms." 

In  1912  the  house  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Helm  family.     In  1919  the  notice  of 
an  auction    for  the  entire  property  included  a  photograph  of  the  house  and  description  of 
the  property  (see  photo  1).     From  that  time  until  1938  the  house  and  grounds  were 
neglected  and  were  abused  -the  former  even  being  used  for  storage-as  can  be  seen  in 
two  views  showing    it  in  that  state  (photo  5  and  7)  which,  however,  ironically  provide 
the    clearest  and  fullest  record  of  the  appearance  of  the  house    as  it  evolved  during 
the  19th  century  during  Helm  ownership. 

In  1933  Judge  J.  R.  Layman  acquired  the  property.    Although   he  owned  it  for  only  a 
year,  he  made  drastic  changes  in  the  residence.     It  was  he  who  removed  the  tackronus 
and  porches  of  the  entrance  feature,  perhaps  leaving  the  gable  intact  except  for  the 
insertion  of  a  circular  ventilator  opening  (see  photo  16).     The  stone  foundations  of  the 
original  entrance  also  remains  as  part  of  the  present  porch  floor,  and  old  bricks  and  i 
window  frames  were  used  to  fill  in  the  gaps  left  in  the  front  wall  of  the  main  block  by 
the  removal  of  the  tackrooms.    The  original  front  entrance    is  no  longer  protected  by 
the  vestibule.     TJie  wide  door  with  a  handsome  turn-of-the-century  bevelled-glass  inset 
is  slightly  recessed  and  flanked  by  original  slender  colonnettes.  .     The  transom  above 
is  also  bevelled-glass.    The  similar  doorway  that  had  opened  onto  the  upper  front  porch 
"as  sLi4td  and  converted  into  a  double  window.  At  this  time  also  all  the  additions 
to  the  main  block    at  the  rear  and  in  the  east  side  were  removed. 

The  Paul  Marions,  who  bought  the  house  in  1945,  improved  the  condition  of  the  remaining 
house  and  grounds    and  added  a  one-story  service  wing  to  replace  the  much  larger  one 
removed  in  1938  (see  photo  18).     This  wing  may  incorporate  at  least  the  foundations 
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of  an  early  or  even  original  brick  room  several  feet  north  of  the  northeast  eorner 
of  the  main  block,  as  mentioned  above. 

The  interior  of  the  house  retains  many  original  elements.    There  is  a  fairly  wide 
central  hall  divided  in  the  center  by  double  folding  doors.    The  staircase  a   the  rear 
is  b  s  early  o  the  late  Federal  type  rising  from  the  left  to  a  landing  over  the  back 
toll   door and  thence,  forward  to  the  upper  hall.    The  fine  railing  and  neweb  post  are 
fx nder  and  simple,  and  there  are  acorn-shaped  pendants  under  the  angles    b* no 
stringer.     (There  are  no  visible  traces  of  the  mural  showing  groves  of  birch  trees  tha 
Is  supposed  to  have  been  painted  between  1332  and  1867  above  the  chair-rad  alcng 
the  stairway  by  Mary  Helm,  a  crippled  daughter  of  John  Helm,  Sr. ) 

The  woodwork  throughout  the  downstairs  of  the  main  block  has  strong 

grooved  moldings  with  geometric  concentric    cornerblocks  (^photos  ^  ^  W  ls> 

however    the  mill  work  is  simpler,  of  the  Federal  type  (photos  12-13    the  Federal 

mantel  shown  in  photo  12  is  conceivably  original).    Some  chair-raflmg  remains. 

Th tulle  folding  doors  between  the  two  parlors  on  the  west  side  have  five  horizontal 

panels  Arrowing  toward  the  top  (photo  9) ;  ether  doors  tod  three 

horizontal  panels  over  two  vertical  panels  (photos  11  and  13).  Thele  are  triple 
panels  downstairs   under  the  deepset  windows. 

Uthou-m  the  late  19th-century  additions  have  been  removed  (see  photo  11  for  a  glimpse 
of  toe  dtafoi-room  bay  and  photo  14  for  an  upstairs  bedroom  in  the  tower),  most  if 
not  all    o  t°he  present  mantels  appear  to  date  from  the  turn-of-the-centnry,  as  shown 
•n0tr\91f2  photographs  (see  photos ,  .,.  of  which  oo—  only  the  swa^may tove 

IZs^fZ^^!  IsCnh  coined  over,  antels,  s^,  and  tile 
facing,  although  far  more  elaborate  than  the  surviving  original  woodwork. 

The  recent  adaptation  of  the  residence  for  offices  has  not  seriously  affected  the 
interiors,  although  the  opening  between  the  double  parlors  has  been  partitioned  and 
some  additional  plumbing  has  been  installed. 

It  is  believed  thatthere  were  brick  slave  quarters  northwest  of  the  house,  but  these 
L    ion    since  disappeared.     There  are  two  fairly 

the  rear  ell,  which  may  be  those  shown  on  the  1912  view  (photo  8)      A  large  barn 
stands  in  the  fields  below  the  house  to  the  southeast  near  the  creek. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

Five  generations  of  the  Helm  family  lived  on  the  land  where  Helm  House  stands  today. 
Five  generations  of  Helm  men,  working  as  surveyors,  lawyers,  judges,  bankers,  public 
officials,  physicians,  legislators,  and  one  who  became  governor  of  the  state  twice,  have 
made  an  impressive  record  in  the  history  of  Hardin  County  and  Kentucky. 

Helm  Place  was  originally    built  between  1832  and  1840  for  John  Larue  Helm,  Sr.  ,  a 
unique  and  interesting  example  of  the  transition  between  the  Federal  and  Greek  Revival 
architectural  styles  in  Kentucky.    Although  the  most  unusual  feature— a  two-story  three- 
bay  entrance  feature  with  a  recessed  vestibule  flanked  by  enclosed  brick  "tack  rooms" 
on  either  side,  and  an  elegant  gabled  porch  above— has  been  replaced  by  a  colossal 
portico  in  the  20th-century,  photographic  evidence  of  the  original  appearance  remains. 
Several  interesting  late  19th-century  additions  and  alterations,  documented  by  photographs, 
were  also  removed  in  1938,  leaving  the  main  block  of  the  house  essentially  intact.  Also 
included  in  the  nomination  is  the  Helm  family  cemetery,  located  near  the  house,  although 
now  isolated  by  surrounding  development. 

The  story  of  Helm  Place  and  the  Helm  family  in  Kentucky  began  in  1780  when  Captain 
Thomas  Helm,  a  Revolutionary  war  veteran  from  Prince  William  County,  Virginia,, 
brought  his  family  and  slaves  to  Severns  Valley  (near  present-day  Elizabethtown)  in  reponse 
to  the  lure  of  the  western  lands  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by  Virginia  for  his 
service  during  the  war. 

After  coming  down  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River  (later  Louisville),  he  discovered 
near  Severns  Valley,  a  large  spring  rushing  over  a  rocky  proclivity  from  a  cave  between 
two  wooded  hills.     He  decided  to  go  no  farther  but  to  settle  there.     For  protection  from 
the  Indians  he  erected  a  strong  fort  at  the  point  now  known  as  Helm  Place.     He  connected 
the  fort  with  the  spring  by  means  of  a  tunnel.     It  became  one  of  the  three  forts  that  formed 
the  Severns  Valley  Settlement,  afterwards  known  as  Elizabethtown. 

After  Hardin  County  was  established  in  1792,  Thomas  Helm  became  the  ranking  member 

of  the  first  justices  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Court.    As  judge  he  was  diligent  in  the 

affairs  of  the  court  and  presided  at  most  of  the  trials.     He  was  one  of  the  original  trustees 
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of  the  Hardin  Academy  which  was  established  under  an  act  approved  December  22,  1798. 
Jud-e  Helm  was  a  large,  strong  man,  weighing  over  200  pounds,  and  was  also  a  large 
landowner  in  the  Valley  and  on  the  outlying  frontiers.     His  wife,  Jenny,  was  a  member  of 
the  wealthy  pioneer  Pope  family. 

After  the  Indians  were  gradually  driven  from  the  state,  Judge  Helm  built  a  comfortable  log 
house  beside  the  old  Fort.     This  log  house  served  as  his  family  home  until  he  died  in 
1816.     His  wife  died  in  1821. 

Georo-e  Helm,  a  son  of  Thomas  Helm  and  Jenny  Pope  Helm,  inherited  their  1300-acre 
farm?    He  had  been  born  in  Prince  William  County,  Virginia,  in  1774,  had  come  to  Kentucky 
with  his  parents  in  1780,  and  grew  up  in  the  fort  and  in  the  log  house.     He  took  an  active 
part  in  clearing  the  farm  and  superintended  it  until  1820.     He  was  a  highly  respected 
and  popular  citizen  of  the  county  and  at  one  time  or  other  served  in  a  great  many  civil 
and  legislative  offices.    On  May  14,  1801,  he  married  Rebecca  Larue,  eldest  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Brooks  Lame  of  nearby  Hodgensville,  and  the  couple  had  nine  children 
all  of  whom  were  born  on  the  Helm  Place.     Despite  his  success  in  politics,  George  Helm 
became  financially  embarrassed  in  hisbuslness  dealings    about  1821  and  went  to  Texas 
planning  to  enter  business  there.     His  plans  did  not  materialize,  however,  and  he  died 
there  in  1822. 

John  Larue  Helm,   the  eldest  child  of  George  and  Rebecca  Larue  Helm,  was  born  in  _ 
the  loo-  cabin  on  the  Helm  Place  on  July  4,  1802.     He  grew  up  on  the  family  farm,  living 
with  his  parents  and  grandparents  and  attending  such  local  schools  as  there  were  at  that 
time      He  was  a  good  student  and  became  particularly  proficient  in  the  study  of  American 
history  but  he  had  to  leave  school  when  he  was  16  to  go  to  work  on  a  full-time  basis 
because  of  his  father's  financial  difficulties.     Soon  thereafter,  he  was     appointed  Deputy 
Clerk  of  the  Hardin  Circuit  Court  and  through  his  work  there  during  the  next  three  years 
he  became  interested  in  the  study  of  law.     During  this  time  his  fidelity  and  adaptability 
in  the  clerks'  office  attracted  the  attention  of  Duff  Green,  one  of  the  most  notable 
men  of  the  state,  who  had  also  formerly  been  one  of  his  teachers.     In  1821  Helm  became 
a  student  in  the  law  office  of  the  Honorable  Ben  Tobin,  of  Elizabethtown,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Kentucky  Bar  in  1823.     Upon  his  father's  death  he  became  the  sole  means 
of  support  for  his  mother  and  her  large  family.     His  father's  estate  was  sold  but  it 
failed  to  pay  all  his     liabilities.     The  remaining  debt  of  $3,000  was  assumed  by  the 
young  Helm  who  gave  his  own  personal  notes  for  it  and  paid  them  himself  as  soon  as  his 
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own  financial  resources  permitted. 

John  Larue  Helm  soon  developed  a  large  law  practice  owing  in  part    to  his  own  ability, 
in  na-L  to  his  many  well-connected  relatives,  but  especially  to  the  hopelessly  tangled 
conditionof  Kentucky  land  titles  which  gave  rise  to  almost  as  many  civil  suits  as  there  were 
acres  of  land  and  to  numerous  trials  for  homicide  as  well.     In  1824  Helm  was  appointed 
County  Attorney  in  the  newly  formed  Meade  County  northeast  of  Hardin  County  because 
there  was  no  resident  attorney  there  at  the  time.     He  continued  in  this  office  for  a 
consecutive  period  of  sixteen  years.     In  1825  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the 
state  legislature  and  was  one  of  the  youngest  members  ever  to  serve  in  the  General 
Assembly.     He  continued  to  serve  in  the  state  House  of  Representatives  by  successive 
re-elections  for  a  total  of  eleven  years  and  for  five  sessions  he  was  Speaker  of  the 
House,  a  position  in  which  he  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  able  presiding  officers  that 
e-er    filled  that  position.     He  became  well  known  for  his  active  defense  of  the  "Old 
Court    Party"  in  1825  and  was  instrumental  in  the  defeat  of  the  "New  Court  Party"  in 
the  1826  legislative  session. 

In  1830  John  L.  Helm  was  married  to  Lucinda  Barbour    Hardin,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  Honorable  Ben  Hardin,  a  noted  frontier  attorney  of  Bardstown  (see  the  National  Register 
nomination  form  for  his  house,  Edgewood,  in  Nelson  County,  listed  on  July  30,  1975). 
Later  that  year  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Elizabethtown  from  the  country  in  the  Nolynn 
neighborhood  where  they  had  been  living  with  his  mother.     Records  of  the  S  isters  of 
Loretto  who  purchased    the  farm  from  John  L.  and  Lucinda  B.  Helm,  on  which  the  Sisters 
established  Bethlehem  Academy,show  that  the  Helms  lived  in  the  mansion  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase  in  1830  that  later  formed  the  center  block  of  the  Academy  building.  After 
he  succeeded  in  redeeming  his  father's  inheritance  from  his  uncle,   Major  Ben  Helm, 
in  1832    the  younger  Helm  and  his  wife  moved  to  his  ancestral  home  which  at  that  time 
was  called  Helm  Station.     They  lived  in  the  log  house  for  about  8  years  until  the  large 
house  he  began  to  build  there  was  completed.     This  is  the  house  seen  today.     It  remained 
his  home     until  his  death  in  1867.     Helm  and  his  wife  upheld  the  Helm  family  tradition 
of  large  families  by  rearing  twelve  children  of  their  own,  most  of  whom  were  born  at 
Helm  Place. 

John  L.  Helm  was  noted  for  his  athletic  prowess  and  was  a  good  hunter  and  marksman. 
He  was  popular  with  the  people  and  proved  a  good  vote-getter  as  his  long  service  in  the 
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statc  legislature  demonstrated.     In  1838  he  ran  for  a  seat  in  the  Federal  House  of 
Representatives  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  margin  by  Willis  Green  of  Breckinridge 
County,  one  of  the  few  political  defeats  during  his  long  political  career  and  the  only 
time  he  ever  ran  for  a  national  office. 

WTiile  serving  lathe  lower  house  of  the  state  legislature  in  1843  he  was  paid  a  great 
compliment  when  it  was  proposed  to  name  a  new  county  to  be  formed  out  of  Hardin 
County  after  him.     Since  there  were  a  few  dissenting  votes  to  "Helm  County"  which 
touched  his  pride,  he  declined  the  honor  and,   instead,  suggested  that  the  new  county 
be  called  "Larue,"  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother,  because  there  were  a  large  number 
of  Larue  families,  who  were  the  first  settlers,  still  living  in  the  area.     This  suggestion 
was  unanimously  approved. 

In  1844  Helm  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.     In  the  exciting  presidential  election 
vear  of  1848  when  the  country  was    about  to  divide  upon  the  Wilmot 

Proviso  Helm  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Kentucky  on  the  Whig  ticket  headed 
by  the  Honorable  John  Jordan  Crittenden.  In  this  capacity  he  served  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  State  Senate  in  1848-1849. 

During  the  politically  stormy    1840s  one  of  the  most  important  political  questions  on 
the  state  level  in  Kentucky  was  whether  to  hold  a  convention  to  form  a  new  state 
constitution.   When  the  hill  to  hold  the  convention  was  introduced  into  the  legislature 
in  1848,  Helm,  who  was  at  that  time  serving  in  the  state  senate,  voted  for  its  passage 
n  order  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  vote  of  the  people  for  a  final  decision.     He  published 
his  stand  prior  to  the  election  of  1848  when  he  ran  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     He  inchoated 
that  although  he  believed  that  the  old  state  constitution  was  defective  he  was  afraid  a 
convention  would  fail  to  weed  out  the  evils  of  the  existing  one  and  perhaps  introduce  new 
measures  that  would  be  even  more  disadvantageous. 

A  new  state  constitutional  convention  met  in  October  1849,  and  after  many  months  a 
new  constitutional  instrument  was  written  which  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  _ 
in  the  general  election  of  May    1850.     Lieutenant  Governor  Helm,  among  other  prominent 
Kentuckians,  opposed  the  ratification  of  the  new  Constitution  by  the  voters  His 
position  placed  him  in  direct  oposition  to  the  stand  taken  by  his  father-in-law    Ben  Hardin, 
and  caused  an  estrangement  between  the  two  which  was  healed  only  when  Hardin  lay 
on  his  death-bed.     Helm  made  an  impassioned  plea  against  adoption  of  the  new 
Constitution  in  a  speech  in  which  he  said,  "I  was  for  reform,  not  revolution.  I 
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was  for  amending  the  Constitution,  and  not  for  obliterating  every  vital  principle 
which  it  contained."  While  he  believed  that  there  were  some  good  provisions  in 
the  new  document  he  thought,  for  the  most  part,  that  the  new  instrument  was  an 
error.     Despite  his  opposition,  when  the  new  Constitution  was  adopted  by  the  voters 
and  became  law  in  June  1850,  he  urged  the  people  to  accept  it  peacefully  and  to 
give  it  a  fair  trial. 

When  the  death  of  President  Zachary  Taylor  in  July  1850  resulted  in  the  elevation  of 
the  Vice-President,  Millard  Fillmore,  the  new  President  offered  the  position  of  Attorney- 
General  in  the  reformed  cabinet  to  Governor  John  J.  Crittenden  of  Kentucky.  He 
accepted  and  resigned  his  post  as  Governor  of  Kentucky  on  July  31,  1850.  This 
action  resulted  in  the  succession  of  Lieutenant  Governor  John  Larue  Helm  as  the 
eighteenth  governor  of  Kentucky.     Helm  completed  Crittendens  term  until  September 
5,°  1351,  when  Lazarus  W.   Powell  was  inaugurated  as  his  successor.     During  his 
term  of  office,  1850-1851,  Helm  proved  himself  a  strong  governor  although  he  did 
not  run  for  election  himself  in  1851.     After  serving  for  a  little  over  thirteen  months  ^ 
as  Governor,  Helm  ended  his  political  career  in  1853  by  serving  as  a  Whig  presidential 
elector  from  Kentucky.     He  voted  for  the  Whig  candidate  in  the  1852  presidential  election, 
General  Winfield    Scott,  who  lost  to  Franklin  Pierce,  his  democratic  opponent. 

From  1851  to  1854  Helm  resumed  his  law  practice  in  Elizabethtown.     During  that  time 
he  acted  as  counsel  for  Matt  Ward  in  one  of  the  most  noted  murder  trials  that  ever 
took  place  in  Kentucky.     The  venue  was  moved  to  Elizabethtown  because  Helm  as  defense 
•attorney  felt  that  Ward  could  not  receive  a  fair  trial    in  Louisville  where  he  had  shot 
and  killed  William  H.G.  Butler,  one  of  that  city's  most  popular  citizens,  in  a  moment 
of  passion.     As  a  result  of  Helm's  masterly  defense,  Ward  was  acquitted. 

Throughout  his  entire  public  career  John  Larue  Helm  had  stood  boldly  for  the  Whig 
program  of  Henry  Clay  on  tariff,  internal  improvements,  and  the  national  bank.  As 
a  Southern  Whig  he  strongly  advocated  public  improvements  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 
He  worked  diligently  for  the  construction  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Turnpike  and 
as  early  as  1836  from  his  office  in    the  state  House  of  Representatives  had  favored 
the  establishment  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  which  was  afterwards  built. 
He  was  a  liberal  subscriber  to  the  original  stock  of  the  road  and  his  influence  with  the 


(continued) 


- 


:  No  10-3003 
-e.  10-74) 


FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


UNITED  STATES  DLPARTMLNT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY    NOMINATION  FORM 

Helm  Place 

CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER    g  PAGE 


capitalists  of  the  State  contributed  largely  to  the  sucess  of  the  gigantic  undertaking. 
He  was  elected  the  first  president  .of  the  L  &  N  Railroad  in  1854  and,  owing  to  his 
wise  and  careful  management,  the  line  was  finally  completed.     In  1859,  when  the 
first  train  crossed  the  Rolling  Fork  River,  Helm,  as  president  of  the  railroad,  went 
aboard  to  greet  his  friends  and  neighbors  who  came  in  great  crowds  to  wave  their 
congratulations  to  him.     Through  his  influence  a  clause  was  put  in  the  charter  of  the 
railroad    requiring  that  every  train  which  passed  through  Elizabethtown  stop  at  that 
city.     Helm  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  L  &  N  Railroad  in  1860  because  of  a  difference 
in  opinion  between  himself  and  the  majority  of  the  board  of  directors  as  to  policy 
of  the  company. 

The  presidential  election  of  1860  and  the  ensuing  events  of  the  Civil  War  resulted  in 
the  most    trying  period  of  John  Larue  Helm's  entire  life.     Although   his  personal 
sympathies  were  in  the  interest  of  the  South,  Helm  never  favored  secession  from  the 
Union.         He  believed  that  the  peoples'  regard  for  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
would  correct  every  evil  under  which  his  own  section  was  suffering  without  resort  to 
measures  certain  to  divide  the  country.     Despite  his  own  political  background  as  a 
Southern  Whig,   in  1860  he  openly  denounced  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  (born  near 
HodgensvQle,  Larue  County;  See  the  National  Register   landmark  nomination  form  for 
Lincoln's  Birthplace)    and  attempted  to  preserve  Kentucky's  neutrality.     He  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  famous  meeting  held  in  Louisville  on  January  8,  1861,   in  which  the 
neutral  policy  of  Kentucky     was  declared.     He  was  open  in  his  condemnation  of  the 
war  but  was  equally  ardent  in  his  opposition  to  acts  of  secession. 

Helm  stood  aloof  from  the  conflict  from  its  beginning  to  its  end  but  suffered  greatly 
from  the  interference  of  federal  officials  in  his  own  private  affairs.     His  oldest  son, 
Ben  HardinHelm,  and  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  H.  Hays,  cast  their  lot  with  the  Confederacy 
and  he  did   not  feel  justified  in  opposing  them.      Hays   was  married  to  Sarah  Hardin 
Helm,  the  daughter  of  John  Larue  Helm,  and  his  son,  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  was  married 
to  Emilie  Todd,  half-sister  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  the  wife  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 
This  situation  caused     Lincoln  some  embarrassment  at  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Congressional  Committee  established  to  oversee  the  execution  of  the  war  because  his 
wife's  brother-in-law,  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  had  become  a  brigadier-general  in  the 
Confederate  army.      Upon  at  least  one  occasion  Lincoln  voluntarily  appeared  before  the 
committee  to  testify  that  neither  his  wife  nor  any  other  member  of  his  family  had  ever 
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been  guilty  of  aiding,  abetting,  or  giving  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Because  of  his  honest  opinions,  former  Governor  Helm  was  classed  as  a  rebel.  Warrants 
were  issued  for  his  arrest  and  he  was  required  to  take  an  oath    to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.     He  did  so,  but  this  provided  him  with  little  peace.  He  continued 
to  suffer  continual  harrassment  throughout  the  war. 

Perhaps  the  crowning  insult  and  indignity  to  the  former  governor  was  his  arrest  in 
Septe  nber  18G2  along  with  several  other  prominent  citizens  of  Hardin  County.  All 
were  placed  under  guard  and  taken  to  LouisvUle.    Through  a  coincidence,  Governor 
James  F.  Robinson,  &  former  friend,  saw  Helm  in  the  cavalcade  of  prisoners  and  imme- 
diately used  his  influence  to  have  the  former  governor  released  and  returned  to  his 
home.'     To  compound  the  misery  of  Helm  and  his  family,  word  was  received  of  the 
death  of  his  oldest  son,  General  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  on  September  23,  1863,  in  the 
Battle  of  Chickamanga  while  he  war  leading  the  First  Brigade  of  Infantry. 

The  Civil  War  and  its  aftermath  led  John  Larue  Helm  to  change  his  political  affiliation 
to  the  Democratic  Party.     In  1865  he  was  again  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  Kentucky 
where  he  continued  to  serve  with  honor  and  distinction  until  the  end  of  his  session.  As 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  federal  relation  he  led  a  successful  fight  for  the  removal 
of  all  restrictive  and  punitive  laws  against  the  ex-Confederates,  and  on  January  20,  1866, 
he  offered  a  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  the  newly-freed  Negro  slaves  in  Kentucky. 

In  February  1867  Helm  received  the  nomination  for  Governor  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.     Because  he  believed  that  trouble  was  brewing  in  Kentucky  during 
the  period  of  Reconstruction  after  the  war,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  canvass  the 
entire  state  in  order  to  present  a  solid  Democratic  front.     His  reward  was  a  stunning 
victory  at  the  polls  for  the  Democrats  in  Kentucky.     In  this  memorable  election  on 
Auonst         1867,  nearly  every  mayor  and  alderman,  almost  all  the  state  legislature, 
the°nine  congressmen,  and  the  two  federal  senators  elected  were  members  of  his  party. 
He  was  elected  governor  by  a  clear  majority  of  42,  000  votes  over  his  combined  radical 
and  conservative  opponents. 

Helm's  strenuous  campaign  resulted  in  his  complete  physical  exhaustion,  however. 
The  high  price  he  paid  for  the  overwhelming  Democratic  victory  was  his  own  death  at 
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the  age  of  65  only  one  month  after  the  election. 

A  rousing  celebration  with  brass  bands  and  special  trains  bringing  friends  and ^well- 
tishers  to  do  Helm  honor  was  arranged  for  the  day  of  his  inauguration  but  had  to  be 
cancelled  because  of  his  serious  illness,    men  it  became  apparent  that  he  would  not 
be  ab  e  to  make  the  trip  to  Frankfort  for  the  ceremonies  which  would  install  him  as 
the  t  enty-Surth  chief  executive  of  the  Commonwealth,  his  wife  was  able  to    arrange  to 
h^ve  the  ceremony  at  their  home,   Helm  Place.  The  residence  thereby  gained  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  home  of  any  Kentucky  governor  ever  to  be  used  for 
mfu^al  ceremonies.     Legend  says  that  his  bed  was  placed  in  the  library,  the  front 
Zm  to  the  right  of  the  mansion  as  you  enter  the  front  door.     The  retiring  Governor 
vas  present  as  the  oath  of  office  was  administered    to  the  new  Governor 
1  Seotember   3    1867.       Immediately   after  he  was  sworn  in,  Governor  Helm  handed 
he  C L^on'as  Secretary  of  State  to  Colonel  Samuel  B.  ?^{J^££? 
to  sion  the  Commission  of  Colonel  Frank  Wolford  as  Adjutant  General  but  Wolford  was 
aopoSed l  by  Helm's  successor  as  governor,  Lieutenant  Governor  John  W  Stevenson 
ofcovmoton.      Because  he  was  able   to  make  the  difficult  but  successful  transition  from 
the  Whi^to  the  Democratic  Party  after  the  Civil  War,  he  became  the  only  man  ever 
to  sera  as  governor  of  the  state  who  holds  the  distinction   of  having  served  once  as  a 
member  of  one  major  party,  the  Whig,  during  1850-51,  and  again  as  a  member  of  the 
other  major  party,  the  Democratic,  in  1867. 

From  the  diary  of  his  crippled  daughter,  Mary,  we  learn  o£  Governor  Helm's  last  days 
in  a  moving  passage: 

He  appreciated  with  honest  pride  the  honor  that  had  been  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  people;  and  he  appeared,  also,  to  keenly  feel  the 
responsibility  he  had  assumed.     He  loved  Kentucky  better  than  his 
life    and  he  seemed  to  be  filled  with  sad  forebodings  for  the  future 
of  his  beloved  state.     During  the  few  days  that  he  was  her  Governor 
he  expressed  with  intense  determination,  "come  weal  or  woe"  to 
guard  her  liberties  and  her  rights  to  resist  any  invasion  of  either, 
no  matter  from  what   quarter  it  might  come. 

Helm  died  on  September  7,  1867,  after  serving  as  Governor  only  five  days  the  shortest 
term  of  a  Kentucky  governor  except  for  that  of  William  Goebel,  inaugurated  on  his 
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death-bed  after  being  shot  by  an  assassin  in  1900.  John  Larue  Helm  was  buried  in  the  old 


Helm  Family  cemetery     near  his  home. 

After  the  death  of  the  Governor,  Helm  Place  was  inherited  by  his  son,  John  Larue 
Helm,  Jr.       He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Lucy  Amelia  Washington  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
had  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  torn  at  Helm  Place  and  grew  up  there.     The  new 
owner,  who  represented  the  fourth  generation  of  Helms  to  live  on  the  land,  operated 
the  farm  and  also  practiced  law.     He  was  a  director  of  the  L  &  N.  R.R.    for  several 
vears  up  to  1901.      He  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  Elizabethtown  and 
later  when  it  became  the  First  Hardin  National  Bank  he  served  as  its  director  until 
his  death  in  Louisville  in  1917.     He  made  a  fortune  as  a  tobacconist  in  Louisville  and 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Columbia  Trust  Company.     He  ran  for  the  position  of  delegate 
to    the  1891  State  Constitutional  Convention  but  was  defeated  by  the  much  younger  Harvey 
Harold  Smith  by  a  small  majority. 

Helm  and  his  wife,  Lucy,  are  credited  with  making  their  home,  Helm  Place,  the 
show  place  it  became.     In  addition  to  the  numerous  additions  to  the  house  and  the 
landscaping  they  provided,  they  entertained  in  a  lavish  manner. 

After  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century  it  became  the  custom  of  the  Helm  family  to  spend 
their  winters  in  Louisville  or  elsewhere,  living  at  their  home  in  Hardin  County  during 
the  summer.     During  that  time  John  L.  Helm,  III,  lived  on  the  place  and  operated  the 
farm,  while  his  aunt,  Mrs.  M.H.   Marriott,  kept  house  for    him.     He  thus  became 
the  last  representative  of  five   Helm  generations  to  live  on  the  land  originally  granted 
to  the  first  pioneer  of  the  family,  Captain  Thorm  s  Helm,  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for 
his      services  during  the  Revolutionary  War.     In  1912  when  the  Helm  Place  and  farm 
were  sold  to  the  Hardin  Realty  Company,  a  local  firm  in  Elizabethtown    which  intended 
to  cut  the  vast  amount  of  timber  on  the  property,  the  last  of  the  Helms  moved  to 
Louisville  and  out  of  the  history  of  Hardin  County.     Helm  Place  was  thereafter  to  pass 
through  the  hands  of  several  additional  owners,  often  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  house. 

After  the  timber  was  cut  on  the  Helm  Place  the  Hardin  Realty  Company  soon  sold  the 
property  to  Taylor  Watkins  and  his  son-in-law,  A.  H.  Douglas.      Both  the  Watkins 
and  the  Douglas  families  lived  at  Helm  Place  for  a    number  of  years. 

On  January    28,  1919,  the  property  was  sold  to  the  Gabbert  Land  Company,  a 
corporation  consisting  of  M.  H.  Gabbert  and  the  husbands  of  his  three  daughters.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Gabbert  aad  their  daughters  and  husbands  lived  in  the  house  and  operated 
the  farm  that  year  but  held  a  huge,  widely  advertised  auction  on  December  12,  1919 
see  photo  1).    L.L.  Kennedy  and  his  wife,  Lizzie,  purchased  the  house  and  over  200 
acres  of  land  at  the  auction  but  never  lived  in  it  during  the  19  years  they  owned  it. 
During  that  time  several  tenants  the  land  and  occupied  the  house  or  the  tenant 

house  which  was  located  in  the  field  on  Dixie  Highway  about  where  the  Helmwood 
Shopping  Center  is    now  operated. 

For  many  years  the  house  remained  vacant  and  deteriorated  rapidly  (see  photos  5  and  7) 
its  shutters  hung  away  or    fell  off  altogether/    It  was  used  as  a  barn.    Wheat  was  stored 
in  the  double  parlors  and  hay  and  corn  were  kept  in  the  dining  room.    The  grounds  were 
treated  as  public  property  during  this  time  and  were  popular  for  picnics  and  political 
speakings.    Public  barbecues  were  held  on  the  family  cemetery  hill. 

On  December  5,  1938,  L.  L.  Kennady  sold  Helm  Place  to  Judge  J.R.  Layman. 
Mthouo-h  Judge    Layman  owned  it  for  only  a  short  period  of  time  he  made  drastic  changes 
'in    the  appearance  of  the  house.    The  two  saddle  rooms  were  removed  and  a  front  porch 
added,  embellished  with  two. story  white  columns.     The  Victorian  additions  on  the  south 
side  were  also  removed. 

On  July  12,  1939,  Judge  Layman  sold  the  property  to  Hayes  Burnett.     About  the  latter 
oart  of  1939  or  early  1940  Mrs.  Porter  Smith  rented  the  house  and  opened  an  antique 
111  a  J ^catering  service  there.   On  December  31,  ,943,  Mr.  Burnett  sold  Helm  Place 
S  about  10C 1  acres  of  ground,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hobbs  who  sold  77  acres  with 
the  house  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Marion  on  January  30,  1945. 

The  Marions    restored  the  house  and  grounds  as  far  as  possible.     No  change  was  made 
in  the  structure  of  the  main  block  of  the  house  but  they  built  the  one-story  brick  service 
wing  at  the  rear. 

A  few  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.    Marion  sold  Helm  Place  to  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Robbins  of  Elizabethtown  on  November  24,  1970.     Reserving  the  frontage  on 
the  highway  and  other  acreage,  Dr.  Robbins  sold  the  house  with  a  few  acres  to  Mr  and 
Airs    Robert  L.  Wright  in  July  1971.     The  Wrights  made  Helm  Place  their  home  until 
early  in  1975  when  they  leased  it  to  the  North  Central  Comprehensive  Care  Center.  It 
is  now  used  by  this  agency  for  offices. 
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Helm  Place,  El izabethtown, Kentucky 
Royal  Photo  Company,  Louisville 
Kentucky,  now  in  possession  of  Mrs. 
Paul  Marion.  1912 
Photo  1. 

Notice  of  acution  of  property  to  be 
held  on  December  12,  1919,  with 
view  of  house  from  southeast. 
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Farm  on  Dixie  Highway,  One-half  rniWfrom  ElizabetMown,  Ky.  confining  375  acres,  formerly 


HELM 


This  splendid  farm.for  many  years  the  proud  possession  of  the  He  m  fam ly  nursed and [beautified  by  our  ^J^j^0^^ 
executive,  who.  besides  preserving  and  increasii,*  the  fertility  of  i  he  soil  designed  and  constructed  the  ^gf^™ 
hJouRhout  this  beautiful  suburban  estate,  including  the  artistic  circular  drive  >n  front  of  the  magnificent: ^nce, 
of  which  was  planted  a  border  of  pines  and  holly  interwoven  with"*  choice  selection  of  shrubbery,  well  deferring,  as  it  parsed  lrom 
father  to  son.  the  appropriate  appellation:  J|  .  r'    >  -  -i 

"One  of  the  Show  Places  of  Kervtuclcy^ 
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for  s-even  years  it  was  owned  and  cared 
for  by  that  illustrious  citLreru.Mr.  Taylor 
Watkins,  who  less  than  one  year  ago 
transferred  ft  to  .H.  H.Gabberl  and  others. 
All  being  men  of  means  the  farm  has 
never  had  to  "pay  for  itself."  It  is  said 
by  those  who  know  it  best  that  there  is 
no  better  farm  and  rx>  better  Improve- 
ments to  be  found  hi  the  county.  It 
stands  today  preserved  and  unabused. 
ready  to  rrw  ard  whoever  on  December  12 
may  prove  its  fortunate  purchaser. 


This  farm  will  first  be  sold  in  separate  tracts,  then  as  a  whole,  J&f  highest  price  preraflmgj 

j  X"  1  About  200  acres;  include J  in  addition  to  the  residence 
1  filCt  ISO.  1.  shown  in  cut,  two  tenant] bouses,  two  barns  with  elec- 
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A  splendid  garage,  accon^todadng  three  automobiles, 
hou-*.  wagon  shed,  and  other  uiit-bufldings-  y-j. 

About  70  acres,  haJt.  riTeTjailinjr  spring  Water. 
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located  close  to  Eiual^iitown,  extending  almost  to 
a  <p!endid  residence  and  p*>jate  road  to  town.   This  tract  I 
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jS5  acres  more  or  !ej»c  has  a  good  res  ide  nee,  never-fajl- 
^Ing  spring  water,  a  k>rrg  frontal  on  Dixie  High  war. 
Plenty  of  good  tobacco  Una  rt  ady  for  the  plow.  A  sore  moaey-naker  and  a  ready 
seller  should  pnichaceri  erer  desire  to  make  a  change.  Doa"!  fiiJ  to  inspect  this 
one.   -._  rlf£-U  -  -  .  g-- 

-TraetS  Nn^ySr],^  1  ;  ConUJa  abo^  each  fronting 

for  saburban  homcsi,*earh  bi4  a  rooimaj»di rrg  residence  site  «iere  one  may  have 
advantage  of  both  town  and  CDontry  life,  with  garden  and  chicken  railing  fea- 
tures that  wuuld  take  all  the^erroc  »ot  of  the  high  cost  of  firing,  and  within 
easy  reach  of  the  most  modejt  investor  | 
LIVE  STOCK.  IMPLEMENTS,  HARNESS  and  TOOLS.  Twoiair  of  good  work 
mules,one  tearo  of  borses,  oi«!Jf  arling  tolt,  foor  milk  cows,  t  w/jIcCV.rmick  w  beat 
binders  (one  has  rot  only  "jO^&cres  of  g-aini.  one  com  binder, ioe  tobacco  setter, 
two  manure  spreaders,  two^BO»ing  machines,  two  Superior  /wheal  drills,  each 


Highway.    lie  satisfied   ^  good  as  new.  ooe  hay  rake,  ooe  alfalfa  see-der.  one  Ford-on  trarfor  and  gang  ploii 
same  as  new,  numerous  CO  Hi  valors,  walking  plows,  harms,  two  splendid 

mr  i/wti    wrinrthlr  , ,  -  j  «  I,  .mJt-t,.    UO-.-T  T  in.  to  a.  TOSCVT 


*^u*i  ii -t^4.  n. 


Louisville  Real  Estate  &  Development  Company, 


D.  C.  CLARKE 

Manager 
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t  Groand-level  view  of  the  Helm  Cemetery  today.  The  historic  cemetery 
£  but  adjacent  land  has  been  converted  to  commercial  use. 


has  been  preserved, 


